3 


>. 
an 
= 
=> 


- 


| 
¢ 
s 


4 


{PRIETED AD FUSLISHED BY 


RUSSELL & MARTIEN, WALNUT STREET, 


SURSCRIFTIONS, COMMURICATIONS, AND aD- 
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| 
a 


furnished. 


PROSPECTWS. 


a sufficient reason, 


an unhallowed i 


‘Gospel, winning its way even to the affections 
.. of the pious, under the assumedggarb and 
mame of charity.; anti-christian superstition 
Y *spreading its raven wing, and multiplying and 
Securing its victims, amidst the darkness of 
religious destitdtion and_ ignorance, which 
|  @vershadows portions of our ;—and, final- 
ly, @nfidelity in many a guise, varying from a 
professed reverence for the Divine oracles, 


down to the insolent absurdities of atheism, 
mustering her forces, and bringing them to 


= bear upon the hopes and aims of the thurch, 


blighting them where she has power, inter- 
posing obstacles and muttering slanders, where 


Bshe is too impotent to destroy. Thus, it 
would seem, that the armies of the powers of 


darkness, and the followers ofthe Lams, are 
gathering under their respective leaders, pre- 
paratory to a mightier struggle for predomi- 
mance than the world has ever witnessed. In 


- uch a juncture, it is the duty of the Christian 


to hold fast the truth, andito be untiringly 


- vigilant and active, doing whatsoever his hand 


“finds to do, in the cause of Christ and for the 


» .souls of men, with all his might. 


* In this age of reading, intelligence, and lib- 
erty of thought, the cause of Christ, and of im- 
mortal souls, cannot, except by the preaching 


| of the Gospel, be more effectually served than 


“by a judicious use of the press. This has be- 
come an instrument of great efficiency; a 
powerful engine of moral good or evil, accord- 


- ng to the direction it receives. » If consecrated 


to the service of the Lord, it becomes an effica- 
cious means of shedding upon society the radi- 


ance of truth, of promoting holiness of life, of 


dispelling ignorance, of encountering and dis- 
comfiting infidelity, aad of shaming immorality 
either into concealment or reformation. That 
Tue PrespyTerian, under the direction and 
blessing of the great Head of the Church, may be 
such a consecrated instrument, is the design and 


‘ prayer of its projectors, and will be the leading 


-and constant aim of its conductors. It comes not, 


~ therefore, before the Christian public so much 


in the character of a rival candidate for patron- 
age, as in that of an auxiliary in the cause of 
¢ruth and holiness: and while it solicits a share 
of public favour, it seeks not to detract from 
the merits, or to diminish the circulation of 


“ those papers, which have preceded it in-advo- 


cating the unsophisticated truth of the Gospel, 

and in commending the precepts and the prac- 

tice of godliness to the consciences of men. 
While the welfare of Christ’s kingdom in 


| general, will be kept in sight, as the grand and 


| - leading object to be promoted by Tue Pressy- 
@*  TERIAN, it will, as its name sufficiently indi- 
 - cates, be more particularly devoted to the in- 
of Presbyterian Church. It will 
| be the firm advocate of her doctrines, such as 


they were when embraced, and defended, and 
sealed with the blood of her martyrs, in the strug- 
gle of the Reformation ; and it will give what- 


» ever degree of influence it may possess, to the 
| promotion of her institutions, and the success 
offer efforts in the cause of the Redeemer. 


After defraying the unavoidable expenses of the 


paper, the entire profits which the liberal sup- 
port of the Christian public , shall be 


faithfully divided between the Boards of Mis- 


sions, and of Education, under the direction of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

- While we are thus candidly explicit in avow- 


> ing’ our attachment, and purposed subserviency 


“4 to the welfare of that portion of the Redeem-' 
= er’s kingdom, with which-wé stand connected 
; » in the bonds of principle, affection, and visible 


FEBRU 
* 
— 


jer to the catalogue of religious news- 
papets.’ It is evident to every serious obser- 
ver, thet we live in a period pregnant with 
great events. On tfie one hand, we perceive 
the progressive march of benevolence, the in- 
ereasing activity and resources of the Church 
of Christ, the daily expanding field of Chriss 
“tend nterprize, the combination, concentra- 
re energy.of social and moial 
the wider diffusion of education and’ 
kefiowledge, and, under the Divine blessing, 
the mnparalleled success attending every ef- 
fort, which ig made for the melioration of the 
moral jen of -mankind. On the other 
hend, we see errors of every degree insinue 
&ting‘themselves into the minds of meh, and 
not leaving untainted, by their corrupting in- 
fluence, the churches of the living God;—vige 
and impiety, if not Wecome more prevalent, 
growing, to say the leasf, more audacious ;— 
indifference to the truth of the 


ia membership ; weshodld be. sorry, were it to be 


inferred from our avowal, that, Taz PresByTe- 
'RIAN is to be under the direction of a bigotry, 
blind to the imperfections of its favourite sect, 
and bitterly severe against the defects, real or 
supposed; of other denominations. Such an in- 
rence wagild be unjust; such a course as it 
ites, we shall studiously avoid. When it 


. | appears to us, that to point out errors in doc-. 
.-}trine or practice, by whomsoever inculcated or 
vance, | adopted, nif subserve the prosperity of Zion, | 
we shall pot shrink from. the performance of 
your duty. But this, we hope, by the aid df} 


ne grace, jto perform, at all times, with a 
and thfistian spirit, which with a friendly 


Divi 


It would pagbebly, be as imprudent, as it 
wpuld be premature ommencement of a 
paper, to attempt arreccurate delineation of its 
future columns. The size, mechanical execu- 
tio#,; and general arrangement and nature of its 
materials, will be seen by an inspection of the 
present number. We may venture to say, how- 
ever, that- no pains will be spared to render it 
worthy of the approbation and patronage of the 
Christian public, and more especially of the 
Presbyterian Church. On.the members of our 
oWn: communion, we*judge ourselves to have a 
|pecuffar claim, as our labours are commenced, 
will be continued, and their pecuniary results 
expended, in the support of that Gospel truth, 
those institutions, that purity of faith, and that 
holiness of life, which, next to the glory of God, 
and in connection with it, are the dearest ob- 
jects of their affections.and their prayers. 

Some of* the distinctive features of Tue 
PresByferRIAN will consist in its being more 
entirély a religious paper, than the greater 
portion @f its predecessors. No share what- 
ever will be taken in the discussion of mere- 
ly local and party politics. It will also be 
the endeavour of the Editor to impart a Chris- 
tian character, as far as he can, to the secular 
department of the work; so that the summaries 
of Political, Literary, Scientific, and Domestic 
Intelligence, may be mingled with reflections, 
with feelings of a devotional cast 
and tendency. The third number of every 
mohth will contain an article adapted to the 
Monruty Concent, consisting of a compressed 
view of the progress of the Gospel, at home and 
abroad, as gathered from the intelligence of the 
| preceding month. This, we hope, will be no 
Jess acceptable than ) 
and, by animating the hearts of God’s people, 
may be a means of giving additional interest to 
| the solemn season of united supplication, which 
occurs on the first Monday of the month, and of 
adJing fervency to their prayers for the promised 
blessings of the Redeemer’s reign. : 

.. Besides appropriating a portion of our columns 
to papers original and selected, on doctrinal 
and practical subjects, to religious intelligence, 
under which the movements of our Boarps oF 
Misstons AND EpucaTIoNn may be expected tc 
hold a conspicuous place, and to summaries of 
secular events, we shall endeavour to meet, as 
far as practicable, the various tastes of our read- 
ers, by the insertion of sketches of Religious 
Biography, Church History, Poetry, Religious 
Anecdotes, geographical information respecting 
those places and countries, whither the eyes 
and prayers of Christians follow the missionaries 
of the cross, and whatever else may be deemed 
useful, for informing the mind and amending 
the heart. 

The Editor respectfully solicits the aid of his 
brethren, and of all who possess the talent of 
employing the pen in the service of religion and 

good morals, and of correct and elevated taste. 

Their communications, (post paid,) will be 

thankfully received, and attended to; it being 

understood, that the Editor will exercise a dis- 

cretionary power of publishing them or not, as 

the interests of religion may seem to require. 

He would take this opportunity of saying, once 

for all, that pieces inculcating doubtful-doc- 

trines, advocating errors, or exhibiting an acri- 

monious and unchristian spiritfewill not be 

inserted. He would say the same respecting 

papers which may contain invidious personali- 

ties, or phrases calculated to give just offence, 

unless the authors consent to have such phrases 

expunged. 
The present, and one or two succeeding 
numbers, will be forwarded as specimens of 
the work: and after due time has been allowed 
for deliberation, and for returning the first num- 
ber to the office of Tae PREsBYTERIAN, if no 
such return shall be made, it will be concluded 
that the persons retaining the numbers thus 
forwarded, wish to be considered subscribers, 
and they will accordingly be furnished with 
the succeeding numbers. This arrangement is 
adopted, in order to save the trouble and ex- 
pense of correspondence by letter. It is hoped 
that the ministers and elders of the Presbyterian 
Church will endeavour to secure as many good 
subscribers for us as possible. ‘The more that 
are obtained, the more the vital interests of the 
church ‘will be instrumentally promoted. To 
their countenance and exertions in favour of 
this paper, next to the approbation of that Cove- 


‘|nant God, to whose cause and glory it is humbly 


devoted, it will owe its success. Considering 
the size of the paper, surpassed by no religious 
journal in our country, and equalled only by 
one; its cheaphess, in which it has no compe- 


THE PROFITS OF THIS P PEE 
QNDERZHE CARE or aul 


hand, wounds, if it wound at all, to ‘heal, not to 
. }exasperate or destroy. . 


WILL BE DIVIDED 
ERAL. 


MBLY OF CHURCH. 


— 


Will not-euffer from comparison withany | Titus (Titus ‘There are many unruly | does it ag a cover to conceal or palliate his de-| cise,. eomprehensive, and temperate, charged 
other; and the asgistance, which the editorfyill |224 vain tallgre and deceivers, specially they | viation from a partiéwlar creed. Passing over Me deving ze holding Christ guilty of origi- 
derive from an’ Association of clergymen,gnd | °f the circugision,” he plainly distinguithes | iillenial visions of Mr. Irving which have | sctdal:sin,-with denying the doctrines 
between the ¥ersons of this character, who be- of atonement, satisfaction, imputation, and sub- 

lay men for te suppast; but above all, consider- longed to thdcircumcision, and the persons of largs contributed to ruin his fame, we adver | Stitutions These charges, substantiated by quo- 
ing the design of the paper and the appropria-| this characté§, who did not belong to the cir-| particularly ‘to his dangerous errors on funda- | tations from the work itself, and confronted with 
tion of ite'profits, we feel some degree of cbn-|Cumcision; anf so in the passage before quoted, | mental points of Christian faith. He has bold-| passages in the Scriptures, tlre Confession of 
fidence, that Tax Pressyrerran will be ‘wel- | the word espgi 7 distinguishes between the | ly advocated fle doctrine that the human nature Faith, and the Assembly’s Catechism, were 
Elders who r@e well, and the Elders who labour | different from the | relected by Mr- Hamilton, brother-im- 

of Christ was in no respect-different from law of Mr. Irving. ‘The report, notwithstand- 


‘comed to a place@in the religious and domestic 
circle, by the side of its seniors in age ahd 


in the word asd doctrine.; 
But it has been urged that if this be really an 


usefulness. “JOHN BURTT? | office in the cgurch of Christ, the duties apper- 
LS | taining to it wuld certainly be specified. This 
RELIGIOUS. __. | Consequence by no meanscertain. Wecan- 
the-Presbyterias not precisely arn what were the peculiar du- 
* py LING ELDERS. ties of an Apgstle, or an Evangelist, from any 
scriptural enumeration of them, and yet, who | as 
___, _ | will pretend tegoubt that there were such officers | opinions, 
In the constitution of the , Presbyterian} in the churclf But the supposition, that the 
‘Churclt, ample provision has beef made for the | scriptures aré’ silent‘ respecting the duties of 


wise and equitable government of the church 
by Sessions, Presbyteries, Synods and General 
| Assemblies, In these judicatories are vested 
| various grades of authdfity, which, in 

tive exercise, happily tend to secure thg par- 
ticular rights of individuats, and to promote the 
‘general interests. ef the Gospel. _A session is, 
the lowest ecclesiasticat court, and is composed | ing Elders, in relation to the discipline and 
of the Pastor and Ruling Elders of a particular | general government of the church, may be fair- 
conpregation; the latter are properly the re-#ly concluded as applicable to Ruling Elders, 
presentatives of the peopte, by whom they are | who are associated with them’as HExps. _ 

chosen, and in the various judicatories, possess though Calvin exercised an active instru- 
an equality of power with the clergy. Fre-| mentality in reviving this office, and placing it 
quent attempts have been made by thé advo.- upon4its present basis; yéet it is perfectly gratui- 
cates of Diocesan Episcopacy and of Indepen- | tousto assert, that it was a result of his inventive 
dency to invalidate the authority of this class of | dehius. He merely restored to the light what 

co 


lay-elders is entirely gratuitod’. We learn 
eomething the nature of their office, 
REN informeg'that it is not a part of their du- 
‘ty to labour in'the word’and doctrine; and this 
infrmation becomes more accurate, when we 
are told, that ft is their duty to rule well and 
ditigently. Besides whatever is said of preach- 


ists of our 


following 


church officers ; but we have direct and colla- led beneath the corruptions of 
teral evidence, that they were recognized by _| the church. be general prevalence of popery | regardless 
the primitive church, and accordingly, that they | accounts for thie disuse into whieh it had fallen; | to maintai 


now act under a seriptural warrant. It has 
been generally conceded, that the first Chris- 
tian congregations were formed after the model 
of the Jewish Synagogues, and it is to be pre- 
sumed that this correspondence included the 
principal features of government, as well as of 
worship. In the Synagogue, there was a pre- 
siding officer, who conducted the worship, and 
who was called-the minister, or angel, of the 
church, and there were associated with him, 
persons styled Rulers of the Synagogue, whose 
office rendered it incumbent on them to aid the 
minister in the government. e Apostles, to 
whom was entrusted the organization of the 
Christian Church, were intimately acquainted 
with all the forms and peculiarities of the Syna- 
gogue worship, and were no doubt ready to in- 
corporate tnto the structure of the former, any 
features observable in the latter, which might 
be adapted to their purpose. A sense of pro- 
| priety and regard for the interests of the infant 
church, would induce them, also, to guard care- 
fully against any needless deviations from the 
established religion, in favour of which, public 
sentiment was so strongly enlisted; and there 
is every reason to believe, that in the particu- 


for it was totally at varfance with the spirit of 
that system to admit the authority ofa lay-elder- 
ship, which would operate, in any degree, as a 
restraint upon the domineering temper of tHe 
Clergy. Among the Waldenses, however, that 
glorious remnant.ef God’s heritage, the church 
was governed, (as we are informed by Perrin, 
their historian,) by the united counsels of Min- 
isters and Eldem. And if we look back to the 
fourth century, we find both Augustine and 
Ambrose distfictly recognizing the Eldership 
as distinguishe¢ from the Clerical office. . Even 
at that early period, it did not, it is true, occu- 
py the prominence to which it was entitled; 
but the fact is alluded to by Ambrose, as a mat- 
ter of regret,@hd as an evidence of corruption 
jin the churcht “The Jewish Synagogue and 
primitive Christian Church” says he, ‘had El- 
ders, without, those counsel, nothing was.done. 
By what neglignce they fell into disuse, I know 
not; uffless it;were through the sloth or rather 
pride, of the @ergy, desiring to appear the sole 
important ordejin the church.” The suggestion 
of the Father ighighly probable, as the existence 
of a properly cqastituted lay-eldership must ever 
be a serious difficulty in the way ofa corrupt 


they hold 


Scotch 


was laid, 


to obtain 


Nature of 


lar case referred to, they did not deviate. If| 
gy, who aimat the assumption of exclusiv 
the minister of the Synagogue required the as- ot bri doctrines 
ulers of the Synagogue to main- considercc pos ] in oO e prey 


Ruling Eldeis; we will on occasion, 
consider the QuaLiFIcATIoNs which this office 
demands. 


tain a proper government, it was natural to sup- 
pose that in a Christian Church, in which Sacra- 
ments were to be administered, discipline en- 
forced, and a strict oversight of the flock ob- 
served, the minister would have still stronger 
reasons to seck the aid of a correspondent class 
of officers. The Apostles must have foreseen 
this, and is it not therefore probable that they 
provided for the exigency, especially when so 
forcibly reminded by the example before them? 
We think the presumption is in favour of their 


consistent 


“REV. EDWARD IRVING. 

Few individaals of the present age have at- 
tracted so large a share of public attention as 
Edward Irving of London. There has beena 
diversity of opision as to the means by which he 


| rule well, be counted worthy of double honour; 


| tetor its matter and extcution, which we hope 


having adopted this peculiarity in the structure 
of the Jewish Church. 

But we are not left to mere probable evi- 
dence. If the -Scriptures are silent on this 
subject, the right of lay-elders may well be im- 
pugned; for although expediency may suggest 
and sanction the appointment of secular officers 
in the*house of God, without any infringement 
upon its scriptural order, it can never give va- 
lidity to the appointment of its spiritual offi- 
cers.. A license of this kind has never been 
contemplated by the word of God, and should 
it be assumed, the Church of Christ would 
groan under the incumbrances of man’s device. 

There are three passages which are relied 
on, principally, as furnishing ‘he authority for 
lay-elders. When viewed inconnection, they 
mutually interpret each other, and explicitly 
teach, that in the primitive church, there was 
a class of officers whose duty it was to rule, in 
distinction from Pastors, who instructed the 
people in their public pr- uching, and from Dea- 
cons, who attended tothe necessities of the poor. 

In 1 Corinthians xii. 28, the Apostle, in re- 
ferring to the different officers established in 
the Church, says, ‘“‘God hath set some in the 
Church, first Apostles, secondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 
of healing, helps, GovERNMENTSs, diversities of 
tongues.” GovERNMENTs are here presented 
as a distinct office, and the first clause of the 
verse prevents the application of the term as 
denoting the civil magistracy. It is one of the 
offices which God has set in the Church. 

In Romans xii. 4—8, the Apostle describing 
the Church as a body composed of various and 
distinct members, says, * For as we have many 
members in one body, and all members have 
not the same office; so we being many are one 
body in Christ, 4nd every one members one of 
another. Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, whether pro- 
phecy, let us prophecy according to the propor- 
tion of faith; or ministry, let us wait on our 
ministerigg; or he that teacheth, on teaching; 
or he that exhorteth, cn exhortation; he that 
giveth, let him do it with simplicity; ne THAT 
RULETH, With diligence; he that showeth mer- 
cy, with cheerfulness.” If this passage de- 
scribes the gifts and offices bestowed on the 
Church, as it evidently does, we think we dis- 
cern in it the three distinct offices of the Pas- 
tor, who instructs the people by prophecying, 
teaching and exhortation; of the Deacon, who 
takes care of the poor, and who is required to 
give in simplicity, and show mercy with cheer- 
fulness; and of the Elder, who is to rule with 
diligence. 

The third passage which we shall quote is 
from 1 Timothy v.17. ‘ Let the Elders that 


‘became the worder of the great metropolis, some 
ascribing his unbounded popularity to his supe- 
rior talents andsome less charitably perhaps as- 
cribing it to hisingeniousstratagem. Thetruth 
may probably be found in the union of the two. 
He has furnished evidence of his possessing 
considerable talent, diversified acquirement, and 
a bold and original eloquence; but all these have 
‘been found combined in an equal degree, in 
other individuals, who have failed to secure the 
same meed of popular favour. The difference 
may be accounted for on the ground of his sin- 
gularities or eccentricities. He seems well to 
have understood the effect of manner, and few 
have practised it with so much success. The 
lavish display of his wrist-bands, the turning 
up of his slecves, the shaggy and frowning ar- 
rangement of his locks, the strange contortions 
of his body, and his violent and extravagant 
gesticulation, all tended to make him an object 
of curiosity in the pulpit. But in addition to 
these, he was strange in the subjects and style 
of his preaching. He indulged in unsparing 
invective, hesitated not at the boldest personal- 
ities, and arraigned at his bar poets, politicians, 
and public measures for summary condemna- 
tion. His phraseology too was quaint, after 
the model of a preceding century, and it might 
almost be imagined that Jeremy Taylor had re- 
sumed his place in the pulpit, had there not 
been an evident lack of Jeremy Taylor’s pro- 
found learning and original thought. Other 
evidences of acting in this singular man might 
be enumerated but at present we have another 
object in view. We wish to contemplate the 
career of this erratic genius as illustrative of 
the sad influence of popularity upon a self-con-. 
fident mind. Had Mr. Irving confined himself 
to singularities of exterior,he would have been 
chargeable with no more than a pardonable 
foible, but he seemed to have settled it in his 
own mind, that a great genius must evince its 
greatness, by despising common place truth, and 
by deviating from the beaten track. According- 
ly he declaimed against the old fashioned prac- 
tice of instilling the principles of religion into 
the youthful mind by means of written and well 
digested Catechisms. And then as a second 
step, he boldly decried formularies and confes- 
sions as tending to check the independence of 
ought, and to repress the freedom of research. 
And then as a necessary result he betrayed his 
differe f sentiment with the formularies of 


took unde 
in its life, 


with us in 
miliations. 


the world. 


marks, he 


municated 


the Canon 
knowledge 
swer him, 


Miller. 


ed a party 


this law. 


especially they who labour in the word and 
doctrine.” Here again is a clearly marked dis- 
tinction between Elders who rule, and Elders 
who teach. This distinction is designated b 

the word especially, the introduction of whic 

in this connection, would have be@h contrary 
to the propriety of language, if but one kind of 
Elders had been referred to. When Paul tells 


appoin 


his own Church; we say as a necessary result, 
for it is,a rule ghich universally applies, that he 


who bake lightly of the obligation of 


Creeds, 


ARD s Gr MISSIONS AND OF EDUCATION, 


peccable nature of man in general. 
Christ actually sinned, but that*ie was subject 
to all the sinful passions of a fallen hatufe, an 

was therefore liable to sin. Such speculations 
may prove independency of thought, inasinuch 
are opposed to commonly received 
but in our humble opinion they should 
be execrated as bold and impious intrusions 
upon sacred-ground. Mr. Irving geems also to 
have a kindred feeling with the popular error- 


ment by the denial of substitution,imputation,&ec, 
We are glad however to find that there are some 
who not only question these “ original truths in 
religion,” but are disposed to encounter the er- 
rorist, notwithstanding the preeminence of his 
talents and the extent of his popularity. 


nals, show that an ecclesiastical process has 
been commenced against Mr. Irving; and our 
prayer is, that the ultimate dectsion may prove 
that the Presbytery to which he is amenable, 


Church in this country. 


Yesterday the Presbytery met in the Scotch 
Chapel, Chadwell streét, Pentonville, pursuant 
to adjournment at the last Sederunt, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration certain 
grave charges preferred against the Rev. Ed- 
ward Irving by the members of the Presby- 
tery, relative to the human nature of Christ. 

At twelve o’clock precisely, the reverend 
gentleman against whom the alleged heresy 


University coat. 
The Rev. Mr. Crombie having taken the 
chair as Moderator of the Assembly, 
The Rev. Mr. Miller rose and put a resolu- 
tion to the effect, “That the Presbytery do 
take such steps as may be deemed advisable, 


passages contained in a work on the Human 


said that he had no personal motives in bring- 
ing the charge forward, but he did it as the 


(Mr. Miller) was a member. 
conceded th 


holiness of life, and that they were entertained 
by men of acknowledged piety and learning. 
The inquiry was still necessary, and if the doc- 
trines themselves ween’ in justiceto the 
{ holder of them, again 

gone abroad, it was more so. The 
tleman then read various extracts from the 
work in question, of which the following is 
one :—** What he (i. e. Christ) took to work 
upon was sinful, sinful flesh and blood. What} Hebrew, and Oriental learning in general, was 
he wrought into was sinless. The flesh he 


tion it was altogether changed, and by this 
oneness of flesh and blood with us, he was one 


The Moderator having read the resolution, it 
was seconded bythe Rev. Mr. ‘Taylor, and Mr. 
Irving was called upon for his defence of the 
tenets contained in his Treatise. | 
Mr. Irving who had paid great attention to 
the proceedings, then rose, and delivered a long 
speech with great animation. 
that the doctrines for which he had been charg- 
ed that day were the doctrines of the Church 
of Christ, of the Protestant Church throughout 


against him had taken place, not on account of 
himself, but on account of the Scottish Church. 
Such a proceeding had not taken place for 
the last one hundred years. 


to the effect, that the party bringing before 
the Presbytery the charge should be allowed 
to confess his fault, in not having first com- 


commenced any proceeding against him. The 
departure from such a course was a violation of 


such decision. 
The resolution was not, however, seconded ; 


and several members did not agree with Mr. 
Irving in his construction of the course that 
should -have been adopted by the Rev. Mr. 


The Moderator said he thought the best 
course would have been to have first conferred 
with Mr. Irving before the charge was brought 
forward. He conceived, now, that a conference 
with Mr. Irving upon the tenets he had held 
out would be the proper course. The question 
was then put and carried. 

Mr. Irving protested against being consider- 


fringment of the Canon Jaw. He said he should 
withdraw himself from the Presbytery, and not 
again take part with them till they respected 


. The declaration excited much surprise; and 


after a lengthened discussion, a Committee was | ten years was chief Greek lectarer in hits Co)- 
appointed to investigate whether the contents | Jege, besides reading lectures 19 43ueem pt four 
of the publication were opposed to the standards} jn the morning in his-ewn,@pampper, and Sir — 
of the Scottish Church ; the report to be made} Henry Savile, the celeheased eestor of Chrysos- 
at the next meeting. The chapel was greatly |tom’s works in Greek in might. folio vols. on, 
crowded, and the proceedings excited much} which bone potest than £8000, and al-o 
interest. | the Professorships of Astronomy and 


und 

The Presbytery of the Scottish Church, Lon- 
don, met on the 30th of Nov. at the Scotch : 
Church, London-wall, the Rev. A. R- Tayler 
in ‘the Chair, when the report of the Coma 
ted to 4 
ward Irving, on ‘Christ’; Huméas 
brought up and read by the Rey, 


The report, which was luminous; aeoumae, Con- 
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ing, was received and ordered to lie on the fable 
till the next meefing of Presbytery... 


Not that 


_ AUTHORISED VERSION. 

‘It is hot uncommon for those, who are wil- 
ling to moul@ the Bible to their liking, and to 
persuade themselves and others, that the dark- 
ness-which they love; isdight, to stir up doubts 
respecting the faithfulness of thd’ English Ver- 
sion, now in common use. As many of our 
readers may Wish to know ig what -mann 
translation of the Original Scriptures, to which 
they are accustomed to refer as “the man of 
their counsel,” was prepared, we have selected 
the following account from “‘ Carpenter’s Guide 
to the reading of the Bible,” an able work, re- 
cently published in England. 


| The means employed in preparing the ‘ authe- 
-rtsed version” of the English Bible. 
“Speaking in our own tongue the wonderful works of God.’ — 
From the time of Queen. Elizabeth till the 
vear 1604, no translation or revision of the 
English Scriptures, of any importance, seems 
to have been undertaken. In this year, James 
I. rite arm upon the execution of the pre- 
sent authorised version, and took the necessa- 
ry steps to procure it. He nominated fifty-four j 
learned men, chiefly consisting of Professors 
and Divines from the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, to» whom be committed the 
business of “re-translating, revising, or cor- 
recting preceding versions, so as to produce as 
perfect a translation as possible.” Of these 
persons, only forty-seven actually engaged in 
the work, the others having died, or declined 
the undertaking; or perhaps they were merely 
appointed as overseers of the rest. - It will not 
be thought a misappropriation of space, if I 
treat pretty copiously of this edition of the 
Bible. It is the only one accessible to many 
thousands of Christiana, and they are decply 
concerned in the question of its fidelity, as a 
version of the sacred text. There has beeu , 
some controversy as to the competency of 
James’s translators to discharge the duties to 
which they were appointed; and a recent cri- 
tic,* whose complaints against the English Bi- 
ble have been both loud and deep, 
have concentrated in his preface to an intend- 
ed new translation, all the objections whi 
had previously been urged against them. , | 
‘of the principal allegations of this gentleman 
is, that among the_authors of the ‘ authorised 
-Wersion, «there wag not Ofe Critical scholar. 
the Hebrew lauguage having been, im tie - 
reigns of Elizabeth and: James li most shame~ _ 
fully neglected in our.Upiversitics. 
gentleman’s motives for. thus the 
translators of the. English Bible as deficient in — 
one -of the maia qualities for executing they 
task, and thence inferring the total inadequacy 
of ‘the version to the purpose of Scripture in-— 
struction, [ will not presume to form an opinion,. 
but I may express my regret that any man should 
pronounce an unqualified judgment upen a sub- ; 
ject of which he is entirely ignorapt. That a 


own country in nullifying the atone- 


The 
notices extracted from British Jour- 


of popular clamour, are determined 
n that “form of sound words” which 
‘in common with the Presbyterian 


Presbytery— Withdrawal of Mr. 
Irving. 


4 


entered the Chapel, habited in the 


satisfactory explanations of certain 


Christ, written by Mr. Irving.” He 


inculcated had caused much contro- 

He, however, 
the alleged errors were not in- 
ith the most fervent piety, or with 


fhom false reports had 
Rev. gén- 


not so neglected at the periods to which Mr. 
Bellamy refers, as he would have his readers 
to believe, 4s a fact so notorious, that it is diffi- 
cult to conceive any man.in his senses, and 
possessing the ordinary means of knowledge, 
should venture to deny it. The Oriental lan- 
guages were among the ordinary Philological 
studies at the two Universities, in the time of 
Elizabeth; and Fulke in particular, speaks of 
many youths at Cambridge, in 1583, who were 
intimate with Hebrew and Chaldee. That in — 
public schools, emulation in these studies was 
excited, is exemplified in a notice of examina- 
tions at the Merchant Tailors’ School in 1572, . 
where it is stated that the Bishop of Winches- 
ter “‘ tried the scholars in the Hebrew Psalter.” 
At this time, “the famous Richard Mulcaster,” 
who was distinguished for his skill in Eastetn 
literature, was master of the school; and, under 
him, one of the first scholars of the age, and, 
as a linguist, a second Mithridates, Dr. Lance-. 
lot Andrewes, was educated. With the name 
of the venerable and learned Andrewes, the 
list of persons selected for undertaking the au- 
thorised vergion of the Bible commenced, and 
among his associates may be noticed Dr. Adrian 
Saravia, who was a profound scholar, and tutor 
of the celebrated Oriental critic, Nicholas Ful- 
ler. Dr. R. Clark, who thoroughly understood 
the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin languages; Dr. 
Sayfield, to whose Hebrew criticisms the learn- 
ed and acute Gataker often refers with confi 
dence, and whose skill in the Hebrew tongue, | 
Minshen sought and acknowldged when he 
published his valuable “ Guide into Tongues;” 
the profound Orientalist, Mr. W. Bedwell, tu- 
tor to the eminent Dr. Pocock; Dr. John Rai- 
nolds, whose memory was so extraordinary that 
he could readily turn to all material passages 
in every volume, leaf, page, or paragraph of the 
multitude of books he had read, and who was 
“most prodigiously seen in all kinds of learn- 
ing, and most excellent in all tongues.” Drs. 
Holland, Kilby, Miles Smith, and Richard 
Brett, have each left, in their published works,- 
undoubted proofs of their critical skill in the 
Hebrew, Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic, Ethiopic, Face 
Greek, and Latin tongues; and to mention no Ja 
more, Mr. John Bois, “that eminent light of 
learning,” who, at five years of age, bad read , 


rwent no change in its conception, 
or in its death, but in its resurrec- 


all our.temptations and all our hu- 


He -contended 


He regretted that the proceedings 


| 


After other re- 
said he should move a resolution 


+. 


with him (Mr. Irving) before he 


Law, and he was not disposed to ac- 
the power of the Presbytery to an- 


because there was no appeal from le 


~ 


> ~ 


to the discussion, which was an in- 


the whole Bible, and before he was six, eg 
write Hebrew in an elegant hapd, and 


uSexford; these will be amply suffi- 
aanow that the assertion above noticed 
Sand unfounded; and that if the ve- — 
employed upon the authorised .vcr- 
he Seriptures, have failed in their um- 
ig, it was not in consequence of a pau- 
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* Mr. J. Bellam 


éxamine the work of the. Rev. 9 a 
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“Mr. Wood denies, at aon that | rily believed that the Kin e by the spe-| ned of Kentucky; Rev. Simeon H. Crane,| Lord is come. Perhaps twelve or more are 
mankind were not eondemneéd till the day of ‘cial of God's Little won-| Cincinnati, General Agent for the Vattey of|under conviction of sin, and manfare seriously 

, )-we:-set-bpfore us to translate,| judgment; and your comimittee are inclined to | des, after so much flattery from the Church and | the Mississipi; Rev. Joshua T. Phila-| impressed. A physician in the plage has re- 
being the tongues wherein God was pleased to} believe that he was mistmderstood on chat Bm its adhérents, that the Puritans were enjoined | phia, Corresponding Secretary of the Board; or cently exp @ hope, and given to Chris- 
‘speak té‘his‘Church by his prophets and apos-| Mr. Woods did assert, that we are not acfount- | by the King to cogform. They obtained, how- | any bther authorized Agent of the ‘Board, in tians, comfortable evidence that he is “ born 
pooting laste that the int did, if} fruit; by which he explains himself to-mean, | hagd-for revival of certain assemblies, | Western Luminary.” none but God can tell. We yous 
that be trde which is repo of them; that| that Adam’s personal act is: not our personal | which they called Projiliecyt This deman@ | . >. iva prayérs for us, that God would carry on the 
they finished it in seventy-two days; neither| act. To this explafiation you committce be- romped all James’ choler; and he declared him- $400 Donation from Mississippi. work which he has begun. 
has beén, a8 it seems to me, much’ were we barred or hindered from going over it| lieve there is no objection. pe the naked} self in a speech which distingtly shows the po- We cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of , — : 
putation as to whether the authorized edition of | again, hagjng once done it, like St. Hierome, if| assertion, they think, “that we are not account- litieal considerations that determined him in| inserting entire the following letter, dated| _ F ape 4 Missions.—The American Boat d of 
the Scriptures should fe considered as a.new | that be true which himself reporteth, flmt he}able for Adam’s sin in eating the forbidden | the choice of religious parties. “If you aim| Natchez, (Miss.) Dec. 28th, 1830—it needs no| Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in its 
and ‘iudene t translation, or as only e revi-| could no.sooner write.any thing, but-presently,| fruit,” is calculated to mislead and do injury. | at a Scottish Presbytery,” replied he, “it agrees | comment. 

sion of © -by-whiclMit was preceded. For | it was caught from him, and published, and he Mr. Woods does maintain, that God is the effi- 

the determination of. this-question we have all | could not have leave to mend iff neither, to be 


| large and interesting field, occupies 50 stations,, 
as,well with monarchy as God and the Devil.| Enclosed, you will find a check upon the U. . ST" re . 
cient cause of sin, but not that God is the| Then Jack and Tom and Will and Dick, will oz Aotne: and sustains 59 missionaries, and 175 assistant 
oe the evidence which the nature of the case ad- | short, were we the first that fell in hand with 
 . “‘mijg;_and to see it, we have only to refer to the 


} S. Bank, for $400, which you will appropriate 
author of sin. Your committee believe that|meet and censure me and my council: there- 
translating the Sctipture into English, and con- 


showg in’ the. 
when the project was there discussed. 


"| for the use of your Board. It is a part of a five’ missionaries, 45 male and 130 female; total, 
this opinion is not warranted by scripture; that fore, I reiterate my formet speech—Le_ rot | hundred dollar post note, which I lately receive 234. Of these, 153 are located the 
Kitie’s “ directions” to the translators, and their | sequently destitute of former helps; as it is|it is neither scripture language, nor scripture | s‘wvisera.” eg 
= pe ress to the. Reader.” These two docu- | wn of Gfigen, that he was the first, in a|truth, and is of mischievous tendency. Your 
ments will, if I mistake not, settle the th 


through the post-office, from some anonymous 


Indjans ; the rest are Jabouring in India, China, 
_ Xo * Remarks.—Are there not many in our day, | friend of the Missionary cause. As the respon- 

at put his hand to write commenta- | committee understood Mr. Woods to.maintain, 

tion with eyery reasonable man. ‘“ His Ma ies u the Scriptures, and, therefore, no 


countries upon: the s th of 
who, like James, are “ much inclined to mirth] sibility of appropriating it was dgft to me, I} 
.| that the faculties of the soul are not depraved, and wine and sports of-all kinds,” and who dis- | took the liberty of giving $100 of the sum to ‘ ee Sate te wre so ee 
jesty recommended the following rules by them | marvel if he overshot himself many times.|but that the heart is depraved. We are Of| like the austere.principles of the Presbyterians, | the American Board of Com. for Foreign Mis- It is twenty years since the board was organ~ 
ay Spo carefully obsefved ; 1. The ordi-| None of these things. The work hath not been | opinion that such doctrines are unwarrantable. | because rebuked by them?* And do=not the | sions. ized, and it has been gradually increasing in 
nary Bible read in the Cndich, ébmmonly call- | huddled up in -seventy-two days, but hath cost | We cannot separate between the heart and the | same republican principle? which made them| I would, in addition, merely say, that I have | resources and.enterprise, until it has attained 
‘ ed the Bishops’ Bible, to be followed’ and as | the workmen, as light as it seemeth, tlié pains | faculties, or affections of the soul, so far a8 | 59 offensive to James, Mill exist among them?| no doubt that the unknown contributor to the} jt, present. magnificent place in the scale: of 
‘little altered ‘as the original will permit. 2. | of twenty-seven times seventy-two days, and | they possess a moral character; and we believe | They are, and always have been, republican in| Missionary, cause, would be gratified, if the i 
+ The names*f the prophets and the holy wri-| more. Matters of such weight and consequence | such assertions are injurious to the cause of Ane 
7 - ters, with the other names in the text, to be 


| | © Cé ir form of ecclesiastical government, and in| money should be appropriated to the supply of Benevolent and @hristian Institutions. ‘The 
are to be speeded with maturity: for in busi-| truth, and are utterly unnecessary in illustra-| (heir notions and practice; and they have con- | the destitute of this State. 

retained gs near as may be, accordingly as they | ness of moment, a man feareth not the blame | ting the doctrines of the Bible. It seems to 


With earnest de-| fruits of the prayers and labours of ll connect- 
| < 3 tO) tributed more than, any other sect or body of | sires for the success of your Board, Which unites 
ly use@. 3.“The old ecclesiastical | Of convenient slackness. Neither did we think | your committee to be re from the sim- ] 


much to consult the translators or commenta- | plicity of the Gospel of Christ. existing both in our own country and in Eu- I am, dear\sir, yours vety truly, mast wi we pit: Pee ma their schools, 
to be translated congregation, dc. 4. When | tors, Chaldee, Hebrew, Syrian, Greek, or La-| believe, that the sentiments adopted by «Mr. | rope, While Presbyterian influence continues | GEORGE POTTS. of whom, for the present year, is 
any word hath.divers significations, that to be |#in; no, nor the Spanish, French, Italian, or Woods on the nature of the atonement made | to be directly and indirectly felt in our land, 
kept which hath been most commonly used by Dutch; neither did we disdain to revise that | by our Lord Jesus Christ, are at variance with. 
the most eminent fathers, being agrecable to 


mae 3 estimated at 47,558; and in the admissions to 
: our free government will staf unshaken, based A Mantuamaker’s Christmas Gift. church-membership, the total amount of which 
which we had done, and to bring back to the | the generally received doctrines of the Presby- ; 

the propriety.of the place, and the analogy of | anvil, that which we had hammered: but hav- 


: . -Y- |on the affections of a nation of freemen. To| On the last Christmas day, a pious mantua-| is 1272, and by far the greater part of which 
; terian Church; that they are inconsistent with | accuse such men of wishing to unite Church | maker in this city, presented to her Pastor, the | has been made within the last ten years 
faith. 5. The division of the chapters to be | ing and using as great helps as were needful, the vicarious nature of the atonement; and that and State is an absu ity. It is as abhorrent| Rey. Wm. L. M‘Calla, a donation of one hun- years. 
- altered either not at all, or as little as may be, | aud fearing no reproach for slowness, nor cé- | the terms and modes of expression made use of to their principles as it would be dishonourable | dred dollars, for the use of the Board of Mis-| The following extracts are from the Noy 
; if ne®essity so réquire it. 6. No marginal | veting praise fog expedition, wt have, at length, | in their illustration, are highly exceptionable, to, truth, pernicious to their beloved country,| sions. This munificent offering is the fruit of | per N 1 the Novem- 
Be ; notes at all to ‘be affixed, but only for the ex-| through the good hand of the Lord upon us, | and adapted to produce division in the Presby-| and destructive of their dearest hopes on earth. personal industry and self-denial—The same oe (1830) of the London Missionary Re- 
— ., planation of the Hebrew or Greek words, which brought the work to that pass that we see.” | terlan Church. Such have been the conse- benevolent individual, a short time since, pre- "gister. | 
a ~- gannot; without some circumlocution, so briefly | The length of these extracts will not, I per- | quences already, from preaching such doctrines MISSIONS ; sented twenty dollars to the Board of Eduéa- SERAMPORE MISSIONS. .. _ P 
~ and fitly be expressed in the text. 7. Such |suade myself, displease intelligent readers: for |W our bounds. The committee forbear to de- ; : tion, and she assists another sister who keeps a The Periodical Accounts recently published, 
quotations of places to be marginally set down, | there is certainly no method of determining the | Signate any specific course to the Presbytery in Next to the reign of grace in his own soul, | little store, in the support of an aged widowed | furnish the following information relative to the 
as shall serve for the fit reference of one Scrip- question at issue, at once so short and so deci- the present case; but they believe i is the a ere gra | mother. Reader! pause, andask of God—“Lord Natives. | 
ture to another. 8. Every particuler man of|sive as that which has here been adopted. Of | duty of the Presbytery to protect their congre-|and the stated support and prevalence of the : | , 
each company to take the same chapter or the competency of the translators *for the task 


gations from the influence of erroneous doc- gospel in his own vicinity, the cause of Mis- Rave me 
chapters, and, having translated or amended | that was assigned to them, there has been exhi- | trines, by all lawful and constitutional means; | ,i4ns has a claim upon the affections, prayers, 
them severally by himself -when he thinks|bited the most conclusive evidence, and the and that the Book of Discipline empowers the wah efute of tha Chilis, ie eee 
good, all to meet together, confer what they | passages just quoted from their “ Instructions” | Presbytery to prevent any church from employ- ' ‘ —* 
have done, and agree for ‘their part wat shall |and “ Address,” show, beyond all reasonable | ing any man as their spiritual teacher, whose verted by the instrumentality of missionaries, 
stand. 9. If any one company hath dispatched | doubt, that they were ricither required nor dis- 


doctrinal sentiments are at variance with the | isa victim plucked from the jaws of ruin; every 
any one book in this manner, they shall send | posed to follow, with,servility, any »previous | standards of the Presbyterian Church.” 


; Doar ed with this-Board, are seen in the many th@u- 
SIM- men, to produce the present freedom of opinion | the friendly feelings of all in this quarter, 
- words to be kept, viz. as the word Church not our committee 


Self-Murder by a Brahmin. 
The Missionary Reporter notices the ap- Mr. Smuth writes from Benaress 


As I went tothe Market Place, I faw the 
pointment of four missionaries, and the re-ap- | of a Brahmin with the throat cut: on in al a 
pointment of nine, in seven different States, | VS informed that the Brahmin had cut 


befous abd, fice! Of is throat. 
ore his as a sacrifice! On m ing to 
It also reports etghteen new auxiliaries, making | them respecting the folly of Hcathentane’ very ion 
te were Lid come land which they enlighten by the introduction | the whole number now in connectjon with the | of 300 people assembled, to whom I ad- 
it to rest, to be conside of seriously an 

judicially; for his Majesty is very earefal in | restrictions cannot be denied; and that, in of the word of God, may be regarded as a pro-| Board, 404 

this point. 10. If any one company, upon the 


some instances, their translation has suffered | EXTRACTS. ‘| vince dismembered from the empire of Satan. pointing toward 
review of the book so sent, shall doubt or dif- | from them is equally true; but the nature of 


The following extracts, with the remarks ac- | Feeling a deep interest in the success of mis- | tracts from the unpublished correspondence of the corpse, must hates his 
fer upon any places, to send them word there- | these restrictions should not be overlooked. 


own throat before his god, fomnow none of the gods 
: P l.| companying them, have been handed to us by | sionary enterprise ourselves, and believing that | the Board. — can join his throat again.” Another 
i of, mote the places, and therewithal send their They were required to depart from the Bi- a friend, who appears to reflect while he reads. 
Bes, reasons: to,which, if they consent -not, the dif- shop’s Bible as little as possible, consistently ! 


| dressed the Gospel for a considerable time: many 


appeared affected by it, and said, ‘* Truly we are 
We are permitted to add the following ex- | '® darkness; and this Brahmin,” 


| rson,itseems, 
our readers feel a similar interest; we shall Want of Missionaries in Lower Canada.— from his god. May the Lo — 
7 ference to be compounded at tfie general meet- | With a regard to the original text, and, When We very much approve of this manner of ap- | glean from the .intelligence which we receive, | “In this land of ignorance and of idols, of 
a ing, which is té be of the chief persons of each they were on this ground compelled to aban-| pending to short and interesting extracts, a 
_~ company, at the énd of the work. 11. When 


vork don it, the were to adopt the earlier English | suitable moral, or pithy application; and we has the character of Christian sympathy: yet| It is said, ina Note:— _  ¥ 
any place of special obscurity is doubted of, | Versions; btless, under the fame limitation. shall with pleasure admit any communication of | for the advancement of the kingdgm of Christ.|it is animating to know that it exists some-| Mr. Ward, in his valuable,Work on the Hin- (| 
lettersto be directed by autherity to send to any To the retention of the old ecclesiastical words the kind toa place in our columns, provided o ? where—to hear its voice from a distance, and | 4°03, says—‘**The Hindoos relite that there existed aa 
-Jearned in the land, for his judgment in such a| they were expressly bound; in this they had a liad << . | ee (arising) from the influence of that | formerly at Kshecess a village near Nudeeya, an | 
‘place. 12. Letters to be sent from ‘évery Bi- | 0 alternative; but in every other respect, they t © se ection an e€ remarks accompanying it We have before us the February No..of the Gospel, which I am sent here to preach. Com- instrument called Kuruvut, which was used by de- 
- shop to the rest of his Clergy, admonishing | were left to the unfettered exercise of their | be judicious, and calculated to be useful. | Monruty Reporter, published by the Execu- 
them of this translation in hand, and to moye | own discretion. We may, therefore, confident- The character of Hooker as a Controodtal 
and charge as many as being skilful in the | ly affirm, that the authorized English version is 


; hecaep votees to cut off their own heads, The i 
forted by this conviction, I would thank God | was made in the shape of slallaean aeacowere 
tive Committee of this Board, from which we 
tongues, have taken pains in that kind, to send | an independent translation of the sacred text, Writer. | 
. His particular observations to the company, ei- | and neither a servile copy of any previous ver-| “It is not the erudition of Hooker, for in 


and take courage. edge, and was placed at the back of his neck, oe 
draw the following information. ‘‘There is room for two more brethren to | ing chains fastened at the two extremities. The 
ther at Westminster and Chester, or Oxford. 


sion; nor “a compilation of second-hand trans- | erudition he has been Surpassed; it is not that|church in Middlebury, N. Y. an account of sean, the allowance M that the person mentioned by 
18. The directetm: conlban}.to be the lations.” It should be~stated,-tWat the first | comprehensive intellect, whicb_was not warped | which will be found in other column. At West 2 ? year, >| Mr. Smith, used som — 
oane-of Westminster and Chester for that | edition of this translation was printe@ I61T. | orfettered by prejudice; the intense piety 
place, and the King’s Professors in Hebrew 


e such instrument. 
Mendon, in the same State, where, two years of Baneful Influence of Astrology on the Hindoos.. 
It has been subsequently revised three times. | by which that powerful intellect was chastened | ago, there was not a male professor of the a permanent oatabliaieeniei sd ‘ In a Note to one of the Journals, the Mis | 
and Greek in each University. 14. These and refined, which has given perpetuity to his| Presbyterian order, it is in contemplation to 
— translations to be used, when they agrce better} PRESBYTERY OF CRAWFORDSVILLE. 


sionaries remark :— 
writings. Though all his writings are contro- | organize a church at an early period. The con- In both the places, I have preached occa- 
with tke text than the Bishops’ Bible itself,| We publish the following Report, which versial, yet they have the point of controversy 
viz. ‘Tindal’s, Mathews’, Coverdale’s, Whit- 


and i _|_ Itis only a resident and cl 
gregation feels strong enough to propose to sionally; and in one of thea) shen 

d In one of the settlements, most of the settlers Fa W P er the 

was adopted by the Presbytery of Crawfords- without it venom. The vein of animated piety | raise two hundred do lars; and by receiving aid) 1+. Americans, in the other, chiefly Sce‘ch. stern World, and especially throughout Bengal, 

hich insinuates itself into the body of h from Board of Missions to the amount of a y by means of Astrology: witness only the Annual 

church 8, Geneva. 15. Besides the said direc- ville, as indicative of spirit, in some parts of whic Sead es ted hi y a “ogo bevel th ‘1 have the undivie d But all are either Presbyterians, or such as Almanac, formerly written, but now re larly f 

tors before mentioned, three or four of the most as . a . gument, hes not transmuted hs materials, but | Hundred more, they Ww : iwide@ | have no system, and might, with attention, be | printed at the Native Press in Calcutta. Referring: _ © 

a ancient and grave divines in either of the Uni-|*#e Church, of resisting the encroachments of|| has conferred on theni a consistence and dura- | services of their missionary. ._|easily brought to unite in public worship, and | to the moon and stars, asthe ruling powers of the @ 

 . - _yersities, not employed in translating, to be | false theology, and of firmly maintaining the | bility. Calumny, whether directed against his The Lord has blessed the labours of his eo aid in oappott of the uals ’ year over the vegetable and animal creation, the ‘a 

assigned by the Vice Chancellor, upon confe- | doctrinal standards of our Church. We regret, | PeTSOn, oF his opinions, could never provoke | servant stationed in Andover, N. Ye; seventeen “Rach of these brethren will bauas ce the clouds, and solar rays, we have minute & 

ith the rest of the heads, to be over- pnere his Christian meekness into anger, and still less | have been added to the churches in Andover " eel redictions as to wind and rain—as to heat and = 99 

rence Wl however, to learn, that the injunction of the]. The \andG d. Twel h to two settlements regularly, and to others ec- | cold—as to corn and herbage—as to the increase 4 

seers Ofethe translations, as well Hebrew as into recrimination. the spirii which dictated | and Greenwood. 1 welve or lourteen more have casionally. Indeed, they will find all*around | and decrease of inhabitants—the increase and 

Greek, for the better observation of the fourth ap, Ans die : ’ the following sentence in reply to one of his expressed their wish to unite with the church them, in Almost every direction from the centre | decrease of property—as to the diseases which. 
tule. above ified.” That these dircctions | that the individual had retracted his errors.| opponents, was,ever present: “‘ Your next ar- | in the first mentioned place, some are enter- |. hi h : are to ensue, and their cures—auspicious and un- 

specined. in which they will be located, frequent oppor- |) W 
were faithfully attended to by the learned men | The truth of God must always suffer from a| gument consists of railing and reasons; to | taining hopes of a gracious change, and others | ,. nities for usefulness. ne ere this production regarded 
employed in the work, is evident from their| spirit of compromise, which does not recog- your —- 4 oe is Leng? ag are still inquiring. In the same place, the 
address to the reader, prefixed to the larger} the radical distinction between truth of 
editions of the Bible. Thus, speaking of the : the Chucrh of England. 

earlier translators, they say, “Therefore, bless- | 


: Divujnas, a regular 
Remarks.—The spirit of this celebrated Di- | be held out, is, that he will find abundance*o gs 

ed be they, and most honouréd be their name,| committee, to whom was referred the | should be and p sed by eve- who are devising every means to hinder their | to the people will the planets for 
.. that break the ice, and give the onset upon | paper addressed to the Moderator, by the ses- ry controversial writer, who aims either at re- work, and hoping they will not be able to finish. give him more than $100, and his board. The | confidence by the poor natives. Even the opulent \ om 
e : that which helpeth forward to the saving of | sion of the church of Franklin, report: That spectability or usefulness. If this spirit ruled If there could be any further donations (allu- latter he will receive in a family deeply inte- | retain an astrol 
an souls: Now what can be more available there- | they have had some conversation with the Rev. | i, the discussions which at the present day en- ding to two, of fifty dollars each, received from 
to, than to deliver God’s book unto God’s peo- W. Woods, on the subject of the statements 


r, as they do a physician; and ©@ 
ted in th , and wh h ill : allimportant secular movementsareunderhisregu- —~ | 
h ti the ld the Rev. Mr. Dwight, of Geneva, and the Rev. will lation: for one verification is quite sufficient to cover: 
ple in a tongué which they understand. Since | alleged to have been made by him, at different tt hide lee fen the truth peed camel, 06 Dr. Janeway,) made them from Philadelphia, t 
of an hidden treasure, and of a fountain that is | times, on certain points of Christian doctrine, 


The h of worshiv is built. but the materials |¢°7,sauures and the Hindoo still abides by this q 
injury would be-done to vital piety, peace and the smallest would be thankfully received, and er —s ? system of delusion and fraud. Namerous are the a 
sealed, there is no profit. Yet for all that, as| viz: That he (Mr. Woods,) said, “ that neither purity would be its reward. But oF aie ined expended to the promotion of the Redeemer’s 

nothing is begun and perfected at the same | spiritual nor natural death, is any part of the 


for the church are yet to be dug from the quarry | occasions in which the wealthy family demand the — 
P cause of nature, and brought together into the spirit- | a1 

octrines o ristianity cannot be discusse 
time, and the latter thoughts are thought to be | penalty of the divine law, and that none of the : 


: een oi The effects of preaching the gospel in Mor- 3 ne; or as if men made only for the 9% 4 

thout “letting in the bitter waters of strife,”| A worth le.—** About fift 

the wiser, so, if we, building upon their foun- | sufferings of this life are penal.” These opi- iain Brera > bana ieaaiah fe esl : While risville, Pa. are manifested in attendance upon oe ee About fifteen mem-| stars. The birth of every child is one important 
dation that went before us, and being holpen | nions, Mr. Woods acknowledges that he main-| jt js the imperious demand of duty to “con- worship, given by many who have for years 

_ by their labours, do ‘enileavour to make that | tained. The committee are of opinion, that 


bers of the church reside here, (N. Lexington, for his ped this 
habitually neglected it, in the diminished pro- O.) They feel very destitute. An aged member | thing 
> tee tend earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
better which they left so good, no man, we are | such sentiments are anti-scriptural. They be- 
2 sure, hath cause to mislike us; they, wc per- 


, heavens, as few of the Hindoos enjoy the advantage ~ . 
fanation of the Sabbath, in increased attention the however, helps of a watch, the true time of birth waht, on 
lieve that death, in its widest acceptation, is un Gein tignehlr reser eae Fes" | to the reading of the Scriptures, in considera- |8'O0™ PY pursuing a course, wich, * wis 
suade ourselves, .if they were alive, would thank | the wages, or penalty of sin, and that sin is| — 
us.” “ Therefore, let no man’s eye be evil, 


>| my and starless night, be merely a guess; for it ia 
ble interest manifested in a Bible class, a Sun-| Vet® pursued by some member, or members, | would be endless to relate the childish expedients __ 
the transgression of the law, or want of con- oe 
because his Majesty’s is ; neither let any be 


1 |in every destitute church and settlement in this | for obtaining certainty. Every year has its unluck 

day countr He conducts a prayer meet- | days, and every family movement a new calcula 
formity to it. A law without a penalty is no| James I. of England and the Presbyterians. |in the hopeful conversion of several persons, egg Sabbath eit rondo oul Sab.| tion. Such is the influence of astrology on the 
grieved that we have a Prince that secketh the |]aw. It is mere advice. If, then, thereisa| « But although James, when a youth, had and the solemn inquiry of others. these te of the here it 
increase of the spititual wealth of Israel: but |divine law, there must be a penalty annexed | strongly imbibed the Calvinistical doctrines, In Millersburgh and East Hopewell, Ohio, church. or two. 1 would resmeeaeeeeel its malignant power 1s Cally Crossing the path a 
let us rather bless Ged from the ground of our|to it. Your committee are of opinion, that| his mind had now taken a contrary bias. The the number of hearers have increased, and deep : - 

heart, for working this religious care of him, to| death, spiritual and temporal, as well as all 

have the translations of the Bible maturely 


procedure of the husbandman, as well as diving « @ 
more he knew the puritanical clergy, the less interest and order characterize all the meet- 
| human sufferings, which are the fruits of trans- | 
considered of and examined. For, by this 


1 _and ¢ 3, of | ten that Happy period, when all these delusions 
such information as may seem likely to gratify carelessness and crime, of dissipation and spi- 


shall vanish away, and Nations rise in a day to serveds 4 
ritual death, I cannot expect to find much that | the True and Living God! . = 
them, and encourage them to pray and to labour 


only with a smile—did it awake no notice, or excite 
congregation is struggling to erect a meeting- 


“If you can, He young man, at be of remark; but. } 
ily. i - | the case is t ise. ; 
house. ‘“*They are young and feeble,” says the 0 des of 


d of this man; as if he could bind the eweet in- {~ a 


obtain the -Village Sermons, &c. and read a| into net — of — family, whether rich or \@ 
poor; 
favour he bore them. He had remarked in| In the former place, fourteen were added sermon cach Sabbath, ot ‘ormbating 
gression, are, in their own nature, penal, by , 


eople of their substance 
An “On the 27th of Oct and tormenting them with visionary a rehensions. Ga 
their Scottish brethren a violent turn towards | ®t 0"€ Communion, to the church; and in the n interesting prreeae y tho a In short, so powerful is the sway of this baneful » : 
means it cometh to pass, that whatsoever is sound | the law and constitution of God. Yet they are,| renublican maxims; and he had found that the latter, where they have determined to build a | ber, I preached again MM Ls me members of | system, that one of the noblest sciences, astronomy,, 3 7 
~ | frame meeting-house, a considerable number | the church came from a neighbouring destitute | is entirely subject to its authority. Its nostrums ares | 
* __ already, the same will shine as gold more bright- | by the economy of salvation, through the inter-| same lofty pretensions which had dictated their | ‘T?™° } g ’ dee 4 tap duaeane ola all locked up in the Sanscrit language; and in this * 4 
| » ly, being rubbed and polished; also, if any | ference of a Redeemer, altered as it tespects| familiar addresses to their Maker, induced | ¥™t with anxiety for an opportunity to profess | congrega ame es pres: ”q =. “leh "a vk. state all oves India, let not the reader forget, it { } 
3 thing be halting or superfluous, or not so agree-|God’s elect, and over-ruled for their good.| them to take still greater freedoms with their | ‘Pe! faith in Carist. poe ay . ret ae Mt we et in cars | forms a part of religion—so that upon an absurd 
able to the original, the same may be corrected | This does not, however, alter their native cha- earthly sovereign. ‘They had disputed his te-| We give the substance of some other articles Chri Chr; of been 
= and the truth set in place.” Having answered | racter, or origin, but is to be ascribed to the| nets, and counteracted his commands. Such tat ceeaatiiadn auiliiiin : : rist. She had no — oO rye a hake > te a most extensive system of priestly gain or 
the objections of the Roman Catholic party, and | interposition of divine grace, throygh which} }jberties could hardly have recommended them ge me oS servants to instruct her and lead her to the|P oe. 
J - r y A ] toh Sh d tob k tod ell might Jehovah warn the Jews of old, when 
retorted the charges preferred by them, upon /|all things are the belicvers, whether life or | to any prince, and made them peculiarly offen- ae commonty said to have a more | cross. She appeared to be sinking into despair. ing to the EaAst—Learn not the way of the Hea~ 
themselves, they remark, “ But it is high time | death. sive to James, whose head was filled with lofty | Powerful influence than precept, we hope that Considerable of her despair, probably, arose | ¢jen—for these are ancient customs; and be not dis~ 
to leave them, and to show in brief what we| ‘“ Mr. Woodsalso acknowledges, that he main-| notions of kingship and high prerogative, as|some of our rea@ers may be so far affected by from nervous disorder; but this did not obviate | mayed at the signe of heaven, for the Heathen ave 
| tains that Christ did not suffer the penalty of| well as of his theological preeminence and a ea? * the necessity of the presentation, by one of| dismayed at them. But if the Chaldeans of old 
the divine law; that Christ's sufferings were | occlesiasti sical proveminence anv |the following instances of Christian benevo-| Christ’s messengers, of the blood of Christ,| Were wearied by the multitude of counsels through 
gs were | ecclesiastical supremacy. Besides, he dread- d do likewise,” i 46 99 her sorcerers and astrologers, and monthly pireg- 
not penal sufferings; but he holds that Christ| ed the popularity which the Puritans had ac- ence, as to go and do likewise,” in propor which “ cleanseth from all sin,” and of decided nosticatore, so, it seems, are the inhabitants of In- 
x suffered the curse of the law. Your committce | quired in both kingdoms; and being much in- tion to the ability, which God, in his good | exhortation to turn to God in repentance and | gia: if of old they were often thus thrown into per- 
eee.  § “make a new translation, nor yet to make of a|are not able to distinguish between the penalty | clined to mirth and wine, and sports of all| providence, may have bestowed upon them. faith. She went home much encouraged. May | plexity, so it is even in our day with thousands in 
 ~ ap See | of the law and the curse of the law. Thcy| kinds. h hended th f thei the great Shepherd of Israel support his weak, | the East. To be afraid of the very stars may seem 
ise 50,000 Dollars for the General | tend d sickly lambs, in thi ion of his | t0 us a light matter; but the misery which it occa- 
bel that they must stand or fall torether an to raise tender, and sickly lambs, 1n this portion of his | 
they must ogetner, | austerity on account of his free and disengaged Assembly's Board of Missions ho shall feed | there is indescribable. What a blessing for 
and that such Gistinctions are not for edifica-| manner of life. ‘Thus averse, from temper as | Such a people to have a book putvinto their hands, 
Soe Pa ae tion. They serve to perplex the minds of God’s | wel] as policy, to this rigorous sect, James was The same individual who has pledged $500 | them with knowledge and understanding! which contains so many antidotes to all this mis- ' 
er | people, and to lead astray those whom we are | determined to prevent as far as possible, its | to the American Colonization Society, has also 
bound to guide and instruct. Our Confession 


— | chief as well ag to others! How pointed and striking 
further growth in England; and even to intro- | Pledged himself to pay $500 to the Board of “ Knowlesville, N. Y. Dec. 21, 1830. _| intheir eats must such es prove as the Second 
_€xcepte of Faith teaches us, that Christ, by his obe-| duce, as we shall afterwards have occasion to | Missions of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
‘ee ¥ dience and death, did fully discharge the debt 


have, dear Sir, tg inform you of the rich Chapte? of Daniel, 
n, ¢ ‘see, the English liturgy into Scotland, in order | byterian Church—to be paid in regular annual 
of all who are justified; and did make a pro- | 


daree i the district between Dacca 7 > 
and, by his own account, is ‘Spiritual Guide to 


mercy of God to this unworthy people, and to motes pean: i 
to soften the manners of the people. instalments of $50 each; and he proposes to] me, his unworthy minister. The Lord is verily From the contemplation of such eee, 8 3 
r, real, and full satisfaction to his Father’s| «A judge so prejudiced could not possibly | Unite with ninety-nine other friends of the |in this place, by his special presence. Profes-| ,-_ en iy Mr’Teceadl. of Disees. ofa Mund. 20 
G - + nes justice in their behalf; and that the exact jus-| pe just. ‘The Puritans accordingly complained | Board, in different parts of the United States, | sors are awaking from their slumbers, and be- rr Jenin des aha Ky Soempparmanie: 
* pipes, ‘qopdui ete tice and rich grace of God are glorified in the | and not without reason, of the unfair manage- who may be willing to pledge the same amount, | coming engaged in the cause of God. Sinners ie # pa : r 4 
| ‘emapty themselves "into: . justification of sinners. If the sufferings of our| ment of the dispute at the conference. From | 1" order to raise the sum of $50,000 to aid the | are pricked in the heart, and cry out for mercy. An Interesting Inquirer after Truth. ‘3 
St. Augustine Calrett ther ile @r ori- | Lord. were not strictly penal, we cannot sce | arbiter, the king turned principal disputant, and Board of Directors in their truly benevolent | We have meetings every evening in some part} Although not exceeding 28 years of age, he had 
ginal tongues; St. fountains.“ The | how the Father’s justice could be fully and| frequently repeated the Episcopal maxim, ‘“ Np | 22d christian efforts in the cayse of Domestic | or other of the congregation. There is much 
_ same St. ome afhirmeéth, ‘Gratien hath tally satisfied thereby; or how he could. be bishop, no king!” The bishops and other cour- | Missions, and particularly in the Great Valley | praying here; some humility and faith. Our He 
not spared . et it into his Uesthe, That as {quid to\bear our sins, in any other sense than| tiers, in their turn, were very liberal in their | f the Mississippi. In pursuance of the plan, | meetings have been increasing in solemnity for 
thesefedit of old ‘book ‘the the punishment due to our sins, or how the first insalment of $50 has been forwarded. 
"Festament) is bo | 
so of the New, by the Great: 


las bec some weeks; and more fervency in prayer has 
Qi an innecent being Could:'s! heard that the royalty and priesthood were uni- —Pers desirous of uniting in the above 
re against the guilty, unless the 


ag £ been obvious in some few Chrigtians. But it | nearly 20,000 Mussulmans. » | 
‘ . } ted,” said. Chancell rtom “ but never saw | Scheme, will please to make known their inten- 
he’ meaneth by the original Greek. If eb of the guilty were reckoned or im- Asch. 


‘ 

he 
G 


ee an innecent being could-show applause of the royal theologian. ““@ kmve often 
him. 


is within a few days past, that God has come |, / bis singular young man made me a visit early in 
i ified. until ” ‘tems .|tions, without delay, to Mr. David A. Sayre, | down in. his power; so that both saints and sin- the year, requesting to have explained mre ne | 
to be tried by these tongues, then whence at _ | bishop of €anterbury, exclaimed #* that-he ve- | Lexington, Treasurer of the Board for' the $y- ners are constrained to acknowledge that the | wen 


of God, which he had been studying for 
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not 
flue 


repossessed in 
the Gospel plan and, from 


bel 


atied mately connected with the prosperity of our 


and 
av 
. titute of the stated means of grace, and perish- 


_ ‘ed-to the truth—how shall they be brought to 


should have knowledge in order that he may 


~he obtain the requisite degree of knowledge, 


duty, by exerting herself in training up for the 


the Education Register for the present month: 


_ to the accomplishment of the object of its ap- 


.@laims to the patronage of Presbyterians, unless 
_ should be pointed out and measures taken to 


_gvisdom_and results of her. institutions. 


extended bounds that we do expect and greatly 
_need their assistance. Since the complete or- 


_ wished; owing to the tardiness with which 
. most of the Presbyterians move in the business. 
A plan of co-operation was published a year 

- ago, designed to secure the joint influence and 
action of all our Churches. Several Presbyte- 


forward with commendable zeal, and cheering 


: _ earnestly hope and request, 


next General Assembly, decide whether they 
imean’to unite with us in this work of fgithwand 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


iti 
to make during each visit; leg#in 

head for the insertion of my ex- 

plan was carried on for two or 

at two visits a week, highly to my 

-L-cannot remember, that, in one 

pertinent 


Testamen 


by Him a blind leader of the blind, I use all 
e called to take leave of me previous to his de- 


‘om to beliéve him to be strongly 


solemn conscientious sense of his awful respon- 
Sibility as a spiritual teacher by which he seemed 
to be governed, I trust that he will not fail, how- 
‘ever cautiously, to introduce among his numerous 
disciples, the truths which convinced his own soul 
during his inquiries. - | 


EDUCATION. 

_ Board of Education of the Presbyterian 

Church,—We believe that there is, among the 

‘members of our communion, too generally, to 
the least, a lack of zeal in regard to the 


important object of this Board. This de- 
fect of interest in relation to an object so inti- 


loved Church, appears to indicate either a 
ant of information on the subject, or a misap- 

hensi@h of its relative importance, and a 
consequent hiiscalculation of its claims. Our 
brethren throughout the Presbyterian Church 
are generally aware, that there are many thou- 
sands in this highly favoured land, who are des- 


‘ing for Inck of knowledge. How shall the at- 
tention ef these perishing immortals be direct- 


a knowledge of their moral cggdition, their 
ruin, and their remedy, unless preachers of the 
gospel be sent to them, as the authorized stew- 
‘ards of the mysteries of God? And who would 
‘consent to go, or who could be safely, or pro- 


fitably, or scripturally sent, to the spiritualty- 


destitute, unless first duly qualified and pre- 
pared to go? It is on all hands conceded, that 
the age of miracles is past, that gifts of an 
extraordinary nature are no longer dispensed, 
as not being required in the ordinary exigen- 
cies of the Church. It is also conceded, that 
‘in addition to piety, ¢he preacher of the Gospel 


rightly divide the word of truth. But how shall 


unless he have time and opportunity for ac- 
Auiring it?) And how can he obtain these, if 
he have not the means of furnishing himself 
with food, raiment, and shelter, while he is 
‘pursuing the necessary studies, unless he be 
assisted? These questions suggest their own 
answers. 
It seems to us that the Church must choose 
one of three courses; ejther she must trust to 
the inadequate number which will be furnished 
for her own pulpits and for the spiritually des- 
titute, from the wealthy and competent classes 
of society; or she must make arrangements for 
committing one half, or more, of her congrega- 
tions to the inspection and teaching of pious, 
but uneducated men; or lastly, she must do her 


sacred office, a sufficient number of those pious 
youth, who have not otherwise the means of 
obtaining an education, in order that all her 
congregations may be taught, amd those who 
‘are perishing in the highways and hedges, ga- 
thered in by men knowing rightly to divide the 
word of truth, and minister to saint and sinner 
@ portion in due scason. 

We invite the attention of our readers to the 
following call to united effort, extracted from 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The only thing necessary to the success of 
this institution, under favour of Divine Provi- 
dence, is effective co-operation, on the part of 
our Presbyteries and Churches. This it ought 
to be remembered, however, is indispensable 


pointment. Originating with the General As- 
sembly of.our Church, and responsible to that 
body, for all its transactions, it surely has fair 


‘there is something wrong in the administration 
of its affairs; and if this be the case, the wrong 


have it corrected: for the credit and prosperity 
of the Church are intimately inyolved in the 
We 
make remarks, not from despondency or 
any serious apprehension of failure, in this be- 
nevolent enterprise, but to remind our friends 
far and near, within the limits of our widely 


ganization of the Board, something has been 
done—though not so much as could have been 


ries have declared themselves Auxiliary to the 
Board, on the plan submitted, and are going 


prospects. In regard to a large number of the 
Presbyteries, however, we are not aware that 
they have done any thing in the matter. W 

t such 


e 
all, at 

> 
their..approaching meetings, previous Wine 


labor of leve or not. The 


they can go, with prudence, in pledging aid to 
‘the applicants. It is highly desirable that eve, 
ty youth, of the right character, shoald be en- 
co and assisted, as his circumstances re- 
quire. Many interesting calls have been made 
upon’ the Board, within the last few months, 
which: they have been obliged to decline, 
through want of means. This is a matter of 
deep a and the only remedy is united 
effort. e Board have not appointed local 
agents, because it was thought better that that 
‘should be done by each Presbytery within its 
own limits. In this case, there would, it is 


: believed, be a deeper interest excited and a 
mind persuad y ? 
ip cone ion with the Divinity of our adorable Sa- | ‘ nse 
4 | the Atonement, as supported by eVidence:| the agents of the Board of Missions, act also as 
ts. 


considerable saving of expense. Why cannot 


the agents of this Board? The two institutions 
are closely allied—their aim is substantially one. 


REVIVALS. 
the Presbyterian. 
ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


What is a revival of religion? The mcan- 
ing of the terms in which this inquiry is ex- 
pressed, should first be ascertained. ‘“ Revi- 
vaL,” as Johnson explains the word, is, “ a re- 
call from a state of languor,; oblivion, or ob- 
scurity, a recall to life:” And in all the senses 
which he exhibits of the verb “to revive” 
whether considered as active or neuter, (for it 
is often used in both these forms), the idea is 
still retained of the restoration, or invigoration, 
or manifestation, of some principle, either now, 
or heretofore, actually possessed—agreeably 
to the import of the “Latin term revivo, from 
which the English word is derived. If then 
the inquiry before us be answered, according 
to the Lexicographers’ definition of the terms in 
which it is expressed, a revival of religion can, 
strictly speaking, take place only in the hearts 
and minds of God’s people; because, they 
alone, have the principle that is to be revived, 
or invigorated. Unconverted sinners have no 
principle of holiness to be revived; it must be 
implanted, before it can be invigorated, or re- 
animated. 

But the words under considcration, like 
many ofa similar kind, may be applied figura- 
tively, to a cause or an enterprise, which for a 
time has langui8hed under oppression, opposi- 
tion, or discouragement. Thus we say that 
commerce has revived, since the general war in 
Europe ; and that learning and the arts, revi- 
ved, at the time of the reformation; and that there 
has been, recently, a wonderful revival of 
patriotism in Poland. In this figurative sense, 
then, it is altogether proper to say that there 
is a revival of religion, when, in a christian 
land, converts are so multiplied, that true piety, 
which is the cause of God, is greatly increased 
and extended—keeping in mind, that it 1s iruve 
religion only which is intended ; because all 
igion~ie-nat the cause of God, but its 
enemy and opposite. 

But is it proper then to say, that there is 
revival of religion among the American Indians, 
or the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands? 
These unhappy people, till visited by-christian 
missionaries, had never known any thing of the 
true God and only Saviour ; but were blind de- 
votees to a wretched heathenism, as opposite 
to all true religion as darkness is to light. It 
is clear, there must be a peculiar, unusual, or 
local use of the phrase, when so applied. 

We have made these remarks, because it has 
been made a question, whether it is proper to 
use the expression a revival of religion, as it is 
now currently used in the United States; and 
we believe it is certain that this expression has 
taken a meaning in our country, which, till 
lately, it seldom, if ever, had in Britain. There, 
it was only or chiefly emploved, to denote an 
extensive reformation of christian doctrine and 
practice, ina great part, or in the whole of 
Christendom. It is so used, if we rightly re- 
collect, in two or three instances, in Milner’s 
Church History. When there was a great in- 
crease of practical piety, which was mostly con- 
fined to a particular town or place, as in Kid- 
derminster, for example, where, in the days of 
Mr. Baxter, it is said there was not, for a con- 
siderable time, a family in which daily prayer 
was not statedly offered up—this they called a 
remarkable reformation, or work of grace, in 
that particular place. We have ourselves known 
a man from Britain, and not indifferent to re- 
ligion, who did not know, till it was explained 
to him, what we mean by a revival of religion. 
Within a few years past, however, the nume- 
rous accounts of American revivals which 
have reached Britain, have made known dis- 
tinctly the meaning of the expression as used 
by us; and it has been adopted, and is now 
in current use, especially among the evangeli- 
cal dissenters. Yet the writings thef have 
lately published, in warm commendation of 
our revivals, and with a view to promote the like 
among themselves, show that there they need 
to make explanations, which here are altogether 
unnecessary. 
We think we have shown that the phre : 
question, although in a degree an Americanism, 
is proper in itself; and it should be the cause of 
devout thanksgiving to Géd, that the thing has 
been so frequent in our favoured land, as to 


We also think that the divine word authorizes 
the application that we make of the language 
we thus employ. The Psalmist asks of God, 
“Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy peo- 
ple may rejoice jin Thee.” The prophet Isaiah, in 
reciting the words of the Most High, writes “I 
dwell in the high and holy place ; with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble heart; to re- 
vive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” Ezra petitions 
‘that our God may enlighten our eyes, and give 
us a. little reviving in Dur bondage :” and Ha- 
bakkuk, exactly to our purpose, prays, ““O Lord 
revive THY WoRK; in the midst of the years in 
the midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy.” 
A revival of religion then, we would say, is 
A work of the Spirit of God, wonderfully en- 
livening all the graces of his own people, and 
animating them to greater diligence and more 
vigorous efforts, both to promote and adorn his 
holy religion; and producing, at the same time, 
a rapid and.laree increase of sound conversions 
to God, from among wnregenerate sinners. 
Wherever this is witnessed, whether in a‘in- 
gle congregation, or in a number of contiguous 
congregations, or in a large extent of country, 
there is seen, what we understand by a revival 
of religion. Farther; when the labours of mis- 
sionaries are blest, to the awakening and turn- 
ing from sin to holiness of profane, ungodly, or 
unsanctified sinners, of whatever description, al- 
though it be in a place where thete was not 
previously a single practical christian, we would 
this a revival; aglerious revival of religion. 


* 


Board wish to khow | call 
what support they may count upon—how far | 


In such cascs, the Janguage of the prophet alrea- 


Fad 


warrant if not to call for a new appellation. | 


| say, that it is general and powerful. 


| 


dy recited, ““God revives his work.” His pecu- 


liar work is the conversion of sinners, and by 


extending this work with conspicuous ener- 
gy; he revives it- 
We think that no minister of the gospel, who 
is at all worthy of his office, and no professing 
christian who is not a mere formalist, can 
an enemy to a revival of religion, such as we have 
now described. What! opposed to an incretse 
of vital piety in the hearts of God’s people; ép- 
posed to their being more holy, and exemplary 
in-their lives, and more active in promoting the 
cause of their precious Redeemer; opposed to 
the reclaiming of sinners from the error of their 
ways; to their being turned by the Spirit of all 
grace, from “darkness to light, and from’ the 
power of Satan unto God; that they may, objgin 
forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified by faith that is in Chnist 
Jesus.” Opposed to all this! Verily, he who ma- 
nifests such opposition, exhibits in our account, 
some of the strongest features of the children of 
the wicked one; exhibits himself as a malignant 


| enemy to God, and to all that is good and holy. 


Nay, we hesitate not to say, that he who does.not 
rejoicé on hearing of such a revival as we have 
delineated, more cordially than he does in any 
temporal occurrence of a joyous kind, is either 
destitute of genuine piety, or for the time being, 


isin a state of declension, and most emphatically |' 


needs to be revived himself. Good men may, and 
sometimes do, differ, both in regard to what 
ought to be considered as a genuine revival, 
and as to the best means of promoting and con- 
ducting one ; but no gopd man can be under- 
a and habitually an enemy to the thing 


itself. @ purpose to resume this subject in 
the coming weck. 


Revival at Middlebury, N. Y. 

From Rev. E. 8S. Hunter, dated Wyoming, 
Middlebury, Genesee county, Dec. 13th, 1830. 

“Tt affords me pleasure to have it in my 
power ta say to you, that the good work of the 
Lord which I mentioned in my last*as being 
begun in this place, is now going forward in a 
very powerful manner. God has “ bowed the 
heavens and come down, ahd the mountains 
have flowed down at his presence.” The wave 
of salvation is rolling deep and wide, and bear- 
ing upon its peaceful bosom the fruits of eter- 
nal love to the multitude of souls that were 
perishing in their sins. This work is almost 
indiscriminate as to the characters who are the 
subjects of it. All classes of persons are af- 
fected. ‘The aged and the young,—the moral- 
ist, and the openly profane. ‘The middle aged 
and aged especially, are extensively wrought 
upon. Men, who have for years been settled 
in the principles of infidelity are scared from 
their vain subterfuges and led to seek a refuge 
from impending wo, beneath the Cross of Christ. 
Some of the most influential men in town, who 
but a few weeks since were appurently indif- 
ferent and neglectful, if not positively opposed 
to religion—are now seen upon their knecs in 


the praying circle mingling their hearts and| 


voices at the throne of grace for the salvation 
of souls around them. In our meetings, which 
are now every evening in the week, tumult and 
confusion are unknown. God appears in our 
midst in the ‘still small voice;’ but oh! in this 
very stillness there is a resistless energy before 
which the hardened sinner is constrained to bow. 

“‘ The number that has obtained hopes in the 
town cannot be definitely stated. I can only 
There & 
not perhaps a single school district in the tow: 
but what has shared, or is sharing, more or les: 
in-this blessed work. But as much of the ter 
ritory of the town is under the influence o! 
other denominations, I] know less as to the ex: 


act number that has obtained hopes out of mj 


own congregation, I only know, that it is great 
In my ewn congregation the number of fruit: 
of this revival is perhaps not far from sixty 
Thirty of whom have already connected them 
selves with the church. Missionary Reporter 


A public mecting and revival in the congrega. 

tion of Washington, Ohio. 

_ A meeting was appointed to be held in our 
bounds, on the 23d of September. On the day 
previous, pursuant to appointment, I expected 
to meet my people in the church for the pur- 
pose ef special prayer to God for his superin- 
tendence of, and blessing upon, the mceting in 
prospect. But scarcely a dozen of the congre- 
gation met, such was the deplorable state of the 
Church. But the day appointed arrived, the 
minister and people co!lected, the meeting com- 
menced and progressed, and the Spirit of God 
descended: christians were aroused and sin- 
ners alarmed. As-to the preaching, I think I 
can honestly say, it was the simple unadulter- 
ated Gospel of Christ, exhibited with great ear- 
nestness and much affection; accompanied with 
the most powerful appeals to the heart and 
conscience. But besides this, there was public 
and private exhortations, and an earnest wrest- 
ling in prayer, and truly it was good to be there. 

The results of that meeting have to us been 
precious indeed. ‘The Lord (we trust) has ad- 
ded to our Church 27 precious souls as fruits 
of the revival, and there is yet a most delight- 
=*~ate of things existing. OurSabbath-school 
which we held in the Church during the sum- 
mer, we have divided into three schools, which 
we hope tocontinuc through the winter scason: 
heretofore there has been a suspension of Sab- 
bath-school instruction, but aware of its impor- 
tance, and also of the loss sustained by so long 
a vacation, we resolved on making the trial of 
winter schools and hope they will flourish. 
We have now three regular weekly prayer 
mectings, all well attended and profitably con- 
ducted. Of those lately added to the Church, 
the greater number are heads of families, three 
are upwards of 60 years of age, and among them 
one who had not been seen at any meeting, 
(except at his own house as his wife was~a 
member,) for about 9 years, previous to the 
one above pamed; curiosity prompted him to 
come, and tae Lord had mercy on him. He 
was not received at that time but has since 
joined us, and thus far is stedfast.—Jb. ‘ 


We hear reports from various sources, of re- 
vivals, now, or quite recently, existing in New 
Sharon, Me. Conway, Ashfield, Buckland, and 
Charlestown, Mass. Troy, Greenwich, Wash- 
ington county, Seneca-Falls, Morrisville, Pom- 
pey, Victor, Mendon, Ulysses, and Wyoming, 
N. Y. and Atwater, Ohio. y 

The whole number of revivalsof religion, no- 
ticed in the last vol. of the Recorder, is 210. Of 
these 14 were in Maine, 21 in New-Hampshire, 
38 in Vermont, 18 in Massachusetts, 11 in 
Connecticut, 1 in Rhode-Island, 55 in New- 
York, 5 in New-Jersey, 2 in Pennsylvania, 6 
in Virginia, 4 in North-Carolina, 3 in South- 
Carolina, 2 in Georgia, 1 in Kentucky, 12 in 
Ohio, 2 in Indiana, 4 in Tennessee, 1 in Ala- 
bama, 1 in Michigan, 3 in Nova Scotia, 4 in the 
East Indies, in France, and in Wales. There 
have probably been several others which es- 
caped our notice,—Bosion Recorder. . 
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This No. of Tuer PrResBYTERIAN is sent to a 
a number of persons in the City, who have not been 
invited in any other form to become subscribers. 
They will be waited on in due time, in order that 
they may have a convenient opportunity of signi- 
fying their pleasure. 

While we respectfully solicit the patronage of 
our distant friends, to whom this No. is forwarded, 
and hope that for the greater part, they will retain 
the present number as an indication of their inten- 
tion to support this Paper; we, at the same time, 
would not be obtrusively urgent: and, therefore, 
we respectfully request, that in case they do not 
wish to be subscribers, they will return this No. to 
the Office of the THE PRESBYTERIAN, at No, 224 
Walnut-street, Philadelphia, without any unneces- 
sary delay. This proposed arrangement, if duly 
attended to, will prevent future embarrassment, 
while, in the mean time, it saves much trouble and 
expense. 

TO MINISTERS AND ELDERS OF THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH. 

We hope that_our brethren, the ministers and 
elders of the Présbyterian Church, to whom this 
No, is sent, will welcome it as a friend and auxilia- 
ry in that cause—the cause of truth and holiness— 
in which they are engaged, that they will take it 
under their protection, and that they will endea- 
vour to procure for it as wide a circulation and as 
many subscribers as they can, 

The system of truth which will be inculcated in 
our columns, is that of the Bid/e, of the glorious 
Reformation, and the Confession of Faith and Ca- 
techisms of our Church. Regarding the doctrines 
of the Gospel as inestimably precious, as subservi- 
ent to the sanctification and comfort of God’s peo- 
ple, the prosperity and extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and the highest interests of mankind, we 
shall not silently look on, when they are attacked, 
mutilated, or misrepresented. Our voice will be 
raised in their defence—not, as we trust, in the 
harsh tone of angry passion, or with the overbear- 
ing fierceness of bigotry—but with the fervency and 
firmness which the importance of the cause de- 
mands, and with the candour and humility which 
charity suggests, and a sense of our own insufficien- 
cy inspires, We make this explanation, in order 
to remove an apprehension which may possibly 
exist, that Zhe Presbyterian has been brought into 
being for the purpose of entering the ranks, and 
waging war under the banners of controversy. 
Most assuredly, we shall not seek it; nor.shall we 
avoid calm, Christian investigation and discussion, 
when the interests of truth and righteousness, and 
the benefit of souls seem to require our services, 

The Christian enterprises and institutions of the 
present day, are made the means, under the Divine 
direction and blessing, of combining the efforts, 
engaging the affections, and enlisting the activity, 
wealth, and influence of all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the promotion of his kingdom. What- 
ever may tend to increase such efforts, enliven such 
affections, and excite the Lord’s people to more 
faithful and entire devotedness to their Master’s 
work, will always find a ready welcome to our 
pages. Torender Zhe Presbyterian instrumental- 
ly useful to our Church, our country, and the 
world, subservicnt to pure and undefiled religion, 
to the honour of our adored Redeemer and the 
praises of our God, will be our leading aim, and 
the attainment of this in any degree, will be our 
richest reward. 

Like frolitical Israel of old, the sfiritual Israel of 
the Lord in our day, is also externally divided into 
tribes, all holding to the same Head, acknowledg- 
ing the same laws, and constituting but one spiri- 
tual kingdom. While, therefore, we love all that 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in‘ sincerity, pray for 
their happiness, and rejoice in beholding the cause 
of our common Lord prospering in their hands; at 
the same time, if it be not reckoned to our com- 
mendation, it will at least be pardoned as our infir- 
mity, when we honestly avow that the interests of 
that tribe of the spiritual Israel, to which we are 
attached cordially and conscientiously, are upper- 
most in our affections, and consequently will obtain 
the first place in our columns, and be aided to the 
extent of our power. We believe this preference 
of our own denomination; others, to be strictly in 
agreement with justice, am. with the welfare of the 
whole Church of Christ, in the same manner as it 
is strictly proper, and truly subordinate to the ge- 
neral good of society, for a person to prefer, and to 
be chiefly attached to the interests of that family to 
which he belongs. 

These being the views and principles which in- 
fluence us, and which will necessarily have their 
effect in giving a distinctive character to Zhe Pres- 
byterian; we leave it with our brethren. to judge, 
whether or not such a paper as is now offered to 
them, will be an auxiliary to their labours, and tend 
to strengthen their hands, in their several congre- 
gations, Let them also recollect the channel in 
which the profits of the paper will flow, and upon 
the whole, does it not appear desirable that a pe- 
riodical, possessing those very grounds of prefer- 
ence which areurged in favour of Zhe Presbyterian, 
should have an extensive circulation within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church. 

One remark more, and we have done. We haye 
frequently met+with the complaint, that infidel 
tracts and other pernicioys publications are plenti- 
fully distributed among the scattered flocks of 
Christ in the West, and that some publications of a 
salutary nature, are much needed to counteract 
the mischievous effects of these. Let Zhe Presby- 
terian be one of the organs by which our brethren 
in that region may meet, not with carnal, but with 
spiritual weapons, the spirit of delusion and error 
which is abroad. Let one or two copies be receiv- 
ed and circulated in every neighbourhood, that the 
addresses, essays, &c, furnished by our brethren 
may be read, along with the other me of reli- 
gious instruction and intelligence, which every pa- 
per will contain, and we believe that under the 
blessing of God, such a plan will do much for the 
support of the truth, and towards the suppression of 
those portentous delusions over which many of the 
pious mourn. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The Lditor feels grateful for the communica- 
tions with which he has been already, favoured, 
part of .which are inserted in the present paper, 
and part kept in reserve for the next. 

He repeats his request here, that he may be fa- 
voured vith commynicatjons on religious and mo- 
ral subjects, from Christians whose pens can never 
be better employed than in teaching those truths 
which they love, in delineating and recommending 
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| prejudices, which the misrepresentations of its 


step.’ 


== 


those Christian graces and virtues which they de- | 
light to exercise, or in exposing and reproving those 
sins from which they desire to be delivered them- 
selves, and would be instrumental in delivering 
others. He is under the necessity of stipulating 
that their communications must be fost faid; be- 
cause the expense, trifling when divided among a 
number, would be intolerable to an individual. 
Selections from valuable and scarce books, suited 
to the nature of our paper, will also be thankfully 


received; for although originality is very desirable, 


yet utility is still more so. In making selections for 
publication, we request our friends to be patticular 


in noticing the author and book, and page of the 
book from which they are made. ? 


Several articles, which we had intended to in- 
sert in the present paper, have been unavoidably 
crowded out, and shall appear in our next. 


DESIDERATA.—It would be exceedingly grati- 
fying to us, and we think, useful to the Church, if 
some brother would favour us with a serics of sound, 
scriptural, explanatory notes on our Confession of 
Faith, suited to the capacities cf the young and 
the ignorant, and calculated to meet and repel the 


enemies have raised against it. Dr. Green’s Lec- 
tures on the Shorter Catechism, (2 work which we 
should be glad to see in every family connected 
with the Presbyterian Church,) may give some 
idea of the nature of the series of articles desired, 
although in general, they might be less particular 
and less extended. Short sketches of interesting 
periods of the Church’s history, of its prosperity, 
trials, controversies, councils, doctrines, corrup- 
tions, eminent‘men; analyses of some of the works 
of the early Fathers, and of the Reformers, and 
useful extracts from them; these and similar mat- 
ters, exhibited in a popular form, will be as ac- 
ceptable to us as they will be instructive to a large 
portion of those whom we expect to number among 
our readers, while they will illustrate by turns the 
grace of God, the wickedness of the worst, and the 
imperfections of the best of men. >." 


MuRDER WILL ovuT! or a design against Chris- 
tianity confessed.—A friend, on whose veracity we 
can rely, has handed us the following for publication, 


under the above caption. While we conce¥~ that | 


the sentiments avowed by one of the gentlemen, 
in the reported conversation, are not by any means 

limited to a few individuals among us; still we be-" 
lieve, that in most instances, in which such senti- 

ments are cherished, they are rather the result of 

thoughtlessness, and more especially of that enmity 

against God and holiness, which is the concomitant 

of the unrenewed heart, and which spurns at the 

restraints of religion, than of any set design to 

overthrow the sacred and salutary institutions of 
Christianity. But whether the purpose be enter- 
tained or not, the undoubted tendency cf every at- 

tempt to infringe upon our religious privileges is 

the same, and may ultimately be as injurious in its 

effects, as if the end had been premeditated. . 


‘-A gentleman who was asked to sign the me- 
morial to the Legislature of this State against tak- 
ing down the church chains, told the person pre- 
senting it, that but a short time before, a Friend 
had asked his signature to a memorial for taking 
them down, and that the following dialogue took 
place between them. ‘ Friend, I will not sign this- 
paper.’ ‘ Why not?’ inquired the applicant. ‘ Be- 
cause,” said the gentlemen, ‘you have other de- 
signs: taking down the chains is but a preliminary 

‘How do you know that?’ said the other. 

‘I am fully persuaded cf it,’ replied the gentle- 
man. ‘ Well,’ rejoined the other, ‘ we do intend to 
break down, not only the chains, but the Sabduth 
too, and to have the shofis and stores ofien just as on | 
any other day.’ ‘The memorialist was too honest 
for his coadjutors, or too communicative: he seems 
to have revealed the secret cause of all the noise 
about the obstructions occasioned by church chains. 
How long will the friends of the Sabbath and of 
Christianity sleep, while the enemy is at work un- 
dermining our liberties, both civil and religious!” 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


RELIGIOUS. 
Defence of Pofery.—The first discourse, pur- 
to a reply to the Rey. Dr. Beecher’s 
ectures, was delivered by Bishop Fenwick, Bos- 
top, at the Catholic Church, on Sabbath evening, 
There was a very great audience, in despite of the 
formidable snow drifts raised by the storm—there 
being no mecting at Park-street. “The Protestant 
hearers were treated with commendable courtesy 
by giving them everv facility of accommodation; 
though - heir ears were assailed with vituperative 
epithets‘ and inammatory denunciations, 

Of Dr. Beecher, the Bishop spoke in violent: 
terms; as aman who had ‘‘ neither the grace to un- 
derstand, nor the right to expound the scriptures;” 
who had slandered the church and misrepresented 
its priesthood. His **temerity” in interrogating 
the Catholic doctrines was dwelt upon in charac- 
teristic language, and he was sent to perdition; sans 
ceremonie. : 

Martin Luther and John Calvin, he said, were 
fanatics; the former a drunken apostate friar, and 
the latter an apostate monk; that they raked up alk 
the old heresies, and had given the church a dread- 
ful shock, which if God had not upstayed it, would 
have been destroyed; that the opposers of the 
church had been violators of the law, corrupters 
of morals, libertines, &c. - 

‘To sum up the ‘‘ reply,” it had the energy of 

assion, and the eagerness of proscription. It was 
poastful, and boisterous, and assumptive, and whol- 
ly divested of christian meekness. So much for 
the discourse. Ch. Herald and B. Rec. . 

Sabbath Union.—At the present time, when so 
much is said against the friends of the Sabbath, and 
when so many are engaged’in terrific warfare 
against their God and judge, in their strenuous ef- 
forts to desecrate the,day, which he has sanctified 
and blessed; we think the hint thrown ‘out to Edi- 
tors of Religious Periodicals, by Mr. Kingsbury, 
agent of the Sabbath Union, worthy of attention, 
and one to which we shall endeavour to conform. 
*‘ Sabbath-breaking,” says he, ‘*has become so 
common—threatening the destruction, not only of 
our religious, but civil it is very 
desirable that you should devote a part of your pa- 
per, each week, to the Sabbath cause.” 

‘* An Agent for the Sabbath Union has just been 
appointed, and efforts are making to excite in the 
mind of ministers, churches, editors, and private 
christians, a deeper interest on this subject. And 
I know of no means by which this object can be ac- 
complished more readily, than by opening your 
columns, publishing something valuable eve 


week, and giving it your constant ‘and undivided 


our weeks should be despoiled of the blessing 
and ornament of the Sabbath, then our civil agd reli-" 
gious institutions, our dearest earthly ho 


s, andthe 
everlastin of millions yet unborn, would 
be blighted: —a moral pestilence, breathing its hor- 


rors into the bosom of society, would fill our land 
with crime, disgrace, infuriated passion, bloody 
outrage, anarchy, and desolation. May christians 
be awakened to prayer and effort for the preserva- 
tion of the Sabbath; and may the enemies of that 
sacred day be convinced that they are blindly en- 
deavouring to destroy the palladium of our com- 
mon country’s prosperity and happiness, and in- 
voking upon their own best privileges the wither- 
ing ju gments of ai 
rosfierity of ¢ wic. ince the 
first visited islands, 
their trade has increased 500 her entg) 40 ships 
are annually supplied with refreshassat “The gos- 
pel has done wonders in civilizing;-the natives of 
State of Religion in the City of New Yorks—For 
several weeks past there has been an ufosual at- 


nect 


the majesty of 


lars before 


Churches of this city. and agrecably to previous 
arrangements, the ministers and s con- 

with the third Presbytery, have held nu- 
merous religious meetings, with special reference 
to a revival of religion in this city. ‘The exercises 
have all been cogducted with great regard to order, 
and with continual deepening solemmity. ~~ 
It is evidently a time of unusual attention to reli- 
gion in this city. Probably several hundreds ot our 
youth are deeply impressed with the impcrtance 
of seeking an interest in the great salvation. 

NV. Y. Observer. 

We are rejoiced to hear these good tidings; and 
pray that the Lord may appear in the large and 
important city of New York, with the resistless 
energy of his reviving and renewing grace, until 
vice and infidelity be vanquished, and every church 
be crowded with humble, spiritual, and devoted 
worshippers. 
POLITICAL. 3 
The Continent of Eurofe-—TVhe eyes of the world 
are fixed in wonder pe the mysterious path of 
Providence, as the Ruler of the universe walks iw 
power through the agitated nations 
of Europe. We have seen the expulsion of one 
race of kings from the throne of France, and the 
establishment of another, showing that the“Lord 
still exercises his supreme prerogative, and ‘‘giveth 
the kingdom to whomsoever he will.” But what is 
of much more interest to us, we have seen in the 
sudden revolution of France; the rupture cf one of 
the members of the Western Antichrist from the 
body of the Beast. The equal freedom and privi- 
lege given to all religious denominations, opens 2 


trust has not been opened in vain for France, foe 
the cause of the Redeemer, and forthe happiness of 
the world. But the agitations which a change so 
sudden and so great, could not but produce, are far 
from being allayed. There is still such a ground- 
swell in the political ocean as to create a fear that 
there may be another—and if another—a more dis- 
astrous storm. ‘lhe event is only known to Him, 
who ‘‘stilleth the noise of the waves, and the tu- 
mult cf the people.” 

We have seen the excitement which commenc- 
ed in France, extend to Belgium, Saxony, Bruns- 
wick, Switzerland, and last of all to Poland. In all 
these, revolutions have taken place, and a number 
of other kings and petty princes, in the South, 
Centre, and North of Europe, ‘ave felt more or 
less sensibly, the concussion, and have trembled 
for their thrones. Whether the heavings of the 
great abyss will be stayed for the present, and tem- 
porary—for it can be no more than temporary— 
tranquillity restored, is not for us to foresee; but» 


| we are inclined. to think, that circumstances wil 


grow out of the affairs of Belginn and Poland, 
which will invelve Enrope in war—not a partial 
und unimportant war—but one equally cxtensive 
nd tremendous. 

* Britain has not been unaffected with the spirit, 
which the revolution in France has wakened. It | 
is hoped, that under the new Ministry and the pre- _ 
sent King, various abuses and corruptions, under | 
which the people have long been impatient, will 
be removed and rectified, as far as it can be done, 
consistently with the preservation of peace and 
order. We only hint at these matters, because 
they are ulready generally. known to our readers. 
Hereafter we shall be more particular in noticing, 
briefly, the mest important events which may 
occur. But in this paper we cnby present afew 
matters under each head of intelligence, chiefly for 
the purpose of showing the method and general 
arrangement which we intend, as far as we shall 
find it useful and acceptable to our readers, to pury- 
suc. 

A war is anticipated between Bolivia and Peru. 
A late letter from Lima, states that there is no 
hope of avoiding a collision between the two 
Powers. 

‘There has been a tremendous tornado in the pro- 
vince of Nicaragua. Every thing was destroyed, 
and the earth was swept entirely bare. For # 
square of twenty six miles, not even a blade of 
grass was left standing. The amount of loss is es- 
timated at from four to five millions of dollars. 
How it illustrates the forbearance of God witha 
wicked world, that he so seldom lets loose the fury 
of the elements; and certainly the wonders of his 
power are as manifest, although not so striking to 
us, in the calm, as in the terrors of the tornado. 


The hero and patriot of South America, the re- 
nowned BoLIvaR, is no more, 


DOMESTIC. 

On Wednesday last, a hearse and funeral were 
seen passing over onthe Delaware. The skaters 
were numerous, and appeared to take no notice of 
the work of death. How apt an illustration of the 
general spirit and conduct of the world! 

The case of ‘the Ninth Presbyterian Church, in 
Thirtcenth street, terminated on Saturday morn- 
ing—verdict in favour of the plaintiffs, by which 
their rightful claim to the meeting-house, out of 
which they have been kept so long, is established. 

‘The houses in Fort Delaware, Pea Patch Island, 
were destroved by fire, on Tuesday night, the 8th 
inst. The fire is suppesed to have been communi- 
cated to the roof of the wooden building whieh sur- 
mounts the walls of the fort, from a stove-pipe. 
The troops have lost the greater part of their arms, 
accoutremen:s, and clothing; the officers have suf- 
fered severely in the loss of furniture, bedding, 
clothing, &c. It was with the utmost difficulty 
that they saved their wives and children. The 
troops were removed next day to Delaware City, 
where for the time they are established. No lives 
have been lost. 

Colonization Society —The American Coloniza- - 
tion Society held its annual meeting in the Cham- 
ber of Repgesentatives, at Washington, on the 19th 
ult. From the reportwhich was read by the Se- 
cretary, the Rev, Mr. Gurley, it appears, that the 


Colony in Africa is prospering, and the prospects 


of the Society isbD#iglitening in this country. We 

shall take an early opportunity to lay the ’particu- 

ourreaders. 

Cherokeca.—-On the 29th of December last, a 

meetin isting of the Missionaries and Assist- 

ant Misstenaries of the American Boa f Com- 

missioners for Forejgn Missions; two Missionaries | 
of the Church of the United Brethren, and ane of 


was held at New Echota. ‘The resolutions and 
statements to which they have affixed their names, 
are published in the Phenix, and occupy four co- 
lumns, ~ In their resolutions, they view the Indian 
question as being not merely of a political, but of a 
moral nature, involving the m: Or viola- 
tion of the faith of our country. ‘They consider the 
crisis of affairs relating to the Cherokee nation, as 
calling for the sympathies, prayers, and aid of all 
the benevolent. er disavow having used any 
influence in directing the political affairs of the na- 
tion. They aver that the resolution of the Chero- 
kees not to exchange their place of residence, was 
not effected by the influence of the Missionaries. 
Thev deprecate the removal of the Indians west of 
the Mississippi; as such an event threatens to 1¢- 
tard, if it should not totally arrest, their progress 
in religion, civilization, learning, and the uscful 
arts. They consider the Indians, as a body, averse 
tosuch a removal. They give it as their unani- 
mous opinion, that the establishment of the juris- 
diction of Georgia and other States, over the Che- 
rokee people against their will, would be an im- 
mense and irreparable injury. And as they have 
frequently seen, in the public prints, representa- 


Ty | tions of the state of this people widely at variance 


with the truth, they consider it but an act of jus- 


their names in testimony 


of its correctness.—~ 
Charleston (S. C.) Observer. 


The first number of this excellent Quarterlv. for 
1831, has recently made its appearance. hus 
far, sound theology, enlightened views, and so- 
lid information, have characterized this work, 
and rendered it worthy of the patronage of a dis- 


criminating public. ‘The present number contains 
the following articles. . 
I. Review of Wood 
If. Manual Labour 
Til. Hints concerning Prayer Mectings. 
_IV._ Suggestions in Vindication of the Tempe, 
ance Society, 
V. Review of Professor Stuart’s Letter to W.)_ 
liam E. Channing, D. D. | 


VI. The American Quarterly Review on Sun- 
day Mails. 


VII. Modern Judaism. . 
VITI. Select: List of Recent Publications. —BSibli- 


on Inspiration. 


tention to religién in some of the Presbyterian 
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logy, Ecclesiastical Historv and Polity, 
and Addresses, Miscellancous. 


door for the promulgation of the truth, which we + 


Biblical Renertory and ‘Theological Review.— | 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 
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started 


ith the Divinity of our adorable Sa- 


~ 


Dut I hope'to hear of him again, as I have just rea- 


as a spiritual teacher by which he seemed 


‘ever cautiously, to introduce among his numerous 


disciples, the truths which convinced his own soul 
during his inquiries. | 


EDUCATION. . 


, Board of Education of the Presbyterian 
~Church,—We believe that there is, among the 
‘members of our communion, too generally, to 
gay the least, a lack of zeal in regard to the 
-yery important object of this Board. This de- 


Be ~ fect of ‘interest in relation to an object so inti- 


mately connected with the prosperity of our 
beloved Church, appears to indicate either a 
“want of information on the subject, ora misap- 
| aiOn of its relative importance, and a 
sonsequent hniscalculation of its claims. Our 
brethren throughout the Presbyterian Church 
are generally.aware, that there. are many thou- 
sands.in this fiighly favoured land, who are des- 


- titute.of the stated means of grace, and perish- 
ang for Isck of knowledge. How shall the at- 


tention-of thesé perishing immortals be direct- 
‘ed-to the truth—how shall they be brought to 


“@ knowledge of their moral cogdition, their 
. Tuin, and their remedy, unless preachers of the 


gospel be sent to them, as thc authorized stew- 
‘ards of the mysteries of God? And who would 
‘consent to go, or who could be safely, or pro- 


fitably, or scripturally sent, to the spiritualty- 


destitute, unless first duly qualified and pre- 
pared to go? It is on all hands conceded, that 
the ‘age of miracles is past, that gifts of an 
extraordinary nature are no longer dispensed, 
as not being required in the ordinary exigen- 
cies of the Church. It is also conceded, that 
in addition to piety, ¢he preacher of the Gospel 


should have knowledge in order that he may 


rightly divide the word of truth. But how shall 


“he obtain the requisite degree of knowledge, 


unless he have time and opportunity for ac- 
Auiring it? And how can he obtain these, if 
he have not the means of furnishing himself 
with food, raiment, and shelter, while he is 
‘pursuing the necessary studies, unless he be 
assisted? These questions suggest their own 
answers. | 
It seems to us that the Church must choose 
one of three courses; ejther she must trust to 
‘the inadequate number which will be furnished 
for her own pulpits and for the spiritually des- 
titute, from the wealthy and competent classes 
of society; or she must make arrangements for 
committing one half, or more, of her congrega- 
tions to the inspection and teaching of pious, 
but uneducated men; or lastly, she must do her 


. duty, by exerting herself in training up for the 


sacred office, a sufficient number of those pious 
youth, who have not otherwise the means of 
obtaining an education, in order that all her 
congregations may be taught, and those who 


are perishing in the highways and hedges, ga- 


thered in by men knowing rightly to divide the 
word of truth, and minister to saint and sinner 
portion in due season. 

We invite the attention of our readers to the 
following call to united effort, extracted from 
the Education Register for the present month: 

BOAND OF EDUCATION. 


The only thing necessary to the success of 
this institution, under favour of Divine Provi- 


dence, is effective co-operation, on the part of 


our Presbyteries and Churches. This it ought 
to be remembered, however, is indispensable 


to the accomplishment of the object of its ap- 


pointment. Originating with the General As- 
sembly of.our Church, and. responsible to that 


‘\ body, for all its transactions, it surely has fair 
\~@ilaims to the patronage of Presbyterians, unless 


eré is something wrong in the administration 
of its affairs; and if this be the case, the wrong 


_ should be pointed out and measures taken to 


have it corrected: for the credit and prosperity 
of the Church are intimately involved in the 


_ wisdom and results of her.institutions. We 


make remarks, not from despondency or 
any serious apprehension of failure, in this be- 


nevolent enterprise, but to remind our friends 


far and near, within the limits of our widely 


- extended bounds that we do expect and greatly 
_need their assistance. Since the complete or- 


ganization of the Board, something has been 
done—though not so much as could have been 
wished; owing to the tardiness with which 
most of the Presbyterians move in the business. 


_ A plan of co-operation was published a year 


ago, designed to secure the joint influence and 
action of all our Churches. Several Presbyte- 
ries have declared themselves Auxiliary to the 
Board, on the plan submitted, and are going 


forward with commendable zeal, and cheering 


prospects. In regard to a large number of the 
Presbyteries, however, we are not aware that. 
_ matter. We 


| such at 
their-.approaching meetings, previous “tO the 


next General Assembly, decide whether they 
imean‘to unite with us in this work of fgithmand 


labor of love or not. The Board wish to know 
what support they may count upon—how far 


they c: 
the applicants. It is highly desi 
ty youth, of the right character, shoald be en- 
couraged and assisted, as his circumstances re- 
quire. Many interesting calls have been made 
upon the Board, within the last few months, 
which: they have been obliged to decline, 
through want of means. This is a matter of 
deep regrets and the only remedy is united 
effort. The Board have not appointed local 
agents, because it was, thought better that that 
‘should be done by each Presbytery within ‘its 
own limits. In this case, there would, it is 
believed, be a deeper interest excited and a 
considerable saving of expense. Why cannot 
the agents of the Board of Missions, act also as 
the agents of this Board? The two institutions 
are closely allied—their aim is substantially one. 


REVIVALS. 
For the Presbyterian. 
ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
No. I. 


What is a revival of religion? The mcan- 
ing of the terms in which this inquiry is ex- 
pressed, should first be ascertained. ‘“ Rervi- 
vaL,” as Johnson explains the word, is, “‘ a re- 
call from a state of languor, oblivion, or ob- 
scurity, a recall to life:” And in all the senses 
which he exhibits of the verb “to revive” 
whether considered as active or neuter, (for it 
is often used in both these forms), the idea is 
still retained of the restoration, or invigoration, 
‘or manifestation, of some principle, either now, 
-or heretofore, actually possessed—agreeably 
to the import of the Latin term revivo, from 
which the English word is derived. If then 
the inquiry before us be answered, according 


which it is expressed, a revival of religion can, 
strictly speaking, take place only in the hearts 
and minds of God’s people; because, they 
alone, have the principle that is to be revived, 
or invigorated. Unconverted sinners have no 
principle of holiness to be revived; it must be 
implanted, before it can be invigorated, or re- 
animated. 

But the words under considcration, like 
many of a similar kind, may be applied figura- 
tively, to a cause or an enterprise, which for a 
time has langui8hed under oppression, opposi- 
tion, or discouragement. Thus we say that 
commerce has revived, since the general war in 
Europe ; and that learning and the arts, revi- 
ved, at the time of the reformation; and that there 
has been, recently, a wonderful revival of 
patriotism in Poland. In this figurative sense, 
then, it is altogether proper to say that there 
is a revival of religion, when, in a christian 
land, converts are so multiplied, that true piety, 
which is the cause of God, is greatly increased 
and extended—keeping in mind, that it is irve 
religion only which is intended ; because all 

religion —ie--nat the cause of God, but its 
enemy and opposite. 

But is it proper then to say, that there is a 
revival of religion among the American Indians, 
or the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands? 
These unhappy people, till visited by christian 
missionaries, had never known any thing of the 
true God and only Saviour ; but were blind de- 
votees to a wretched heathenism, as opposite 
to all true religion as darkness is to light. It 
is clear, there must be a peculiar, unusual, or 
local use of the — when so applied. 

We have made these remarks, because it has 
been made a question, whether it is proper to 
use the expression a revival of religion, as it is 
now currently used in the United States; and 
we believe it is certain that this expression has 
taken a meaning in our country, which, till 
lately, it seldom, if ever, had in Britain. There, 
it was only or chiefly employed, to denote an 
extensive reformation of christian doctrine and 
practice, in a great part, or in the whole of 
Christendom. It is so used, if we rightly re- 
collect, in two or three instances, in Milner’s 
Church History. When there was a great in- 
crease of practical piety, which was mostly con- 
fined to a particular town or place, as in Kid- 
derminster, for example, where, in the days of 
Mr. Baxter, it is said there was not, for a con- 
siderable time, a family in which daily prayer 
was not statedly offered up—this they called a 
remarkable reformation, or work of grace, in 
that particular place. We have ourselves known 
a man from Britain, and not indifferent to re- 
ligion, who did not know, till it was explained 
to him, what we mean by a revival of religion. 
Within a few years past, however, the nume- 
rous accounts of American revivals which 
have reached Britain, have made known dis- 
tinctly the meaning of the expression as used 
by us; and it has been adopted, and is now 
in current use, especially among the evangeli- 
cal dissenters. “Yet the writings they have 
lately published, in warm commendation of 
our revivals, and with a view to promote the like 
among themselves, show that there they need 
to make explanations, which here are altogether 
unnecessary. 
We think we have shown that the ph 
question, although in a degree an Americanism, 
is proper in itself; and it should be the cause of 
devout thanksgiving to Géd, that the thing has 
been so frequent in our favoured land, as to 
warrant if not to call for a new appellation. 
We also think that the divine word authorizes 
the application that we make of the language 
we thus employ. The Psalmist asks of God, 
“Wilt thou not revive us again, that thy peo- 
ple may rejoice jn Thee.” The prophet Isaiah, in 
reciting the words of the Most High, writes “I 
dwell in the high and holy place ; with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble heart; to re- 
vive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.” Ezra petitions 
‘“‘that our God may enlighten our eyes, and give 
us a. little reviving in Dur bondage :” and Ha- 
bakkuk, exactly to our purpose, prays, ““O Lord 
revive THY WORK; in the midst of the years in 
the midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy.” 

A revival of religion then, we would say, is 
A work of the Spirit of God, wonderfully en- 
livening all the graces of his own people, and 
animating them to greater diligence and more 
vigorous efforts, both to promote and adorn his 
holy religion; and producing, at the same time, 
arapid and.larve increase of sound conversions 
to God, from among wnregenerate sinners. 
Wherever this is witnessed, whether in a sin- 
gle congregation, or in a number of contiguous 
congregations, or in a large extent of country, 
there is seen, what we understand by a revival 
of religion. Farther; when the labours of mis- 
sionaries are blest, to the awakening and turn- 
ing from sin to holiness of profane, ungodly, or 
unsanctified sinners, of whateverdescription, al- 
though it be in a place where there was not 
previously a singlg practical christian, we would 
call this a revival; agigrious revival of religion. 


In such cascs, the language of the prophet alrea- 


Meith prudence, in pledging aid to 
go prude pledging 


to the Lexicographers’ definition of the terms in | 


in | Of the revival, and there is yet a most delight- 


dy recited, “God revives his work.” His pe¢u- 
that eve,/| liar 


‘work is the conversion of sinners, and | 
extending this work with conspicuous ener- 
gy; he revives it- \ 
We think that no minister of the gospel, who 
is at all worthy of his office, and no professing 
christian who is not a mere formalist, can 
an enemy toa revival of religion, such as we hdve 
now described. What! opposed to an increjse 
of vital piety in the hearts of God’s people; ¢p- 
posed to their being more holy, and exempl4ry 
in- their lives, and more active in promoting the 
cause of their precious Redeemer; opposed to 
the reclaiming of sinners from the error of their 
ways; to their being turned by the Spirit of all 
grace, from “darkness to light, and from‘ the 
power of Satan unto God; that they may, objin 
forgiveness of sins, and an inheritance among 
them that are sanctified by faith that is in Christ 
Jesus.” Opposed to all this! Verily, he who ma- 
nifests such opposition, exhibits in our account, 
some of the strongest features of the children of 
the wicked one; exhibits himself as a malignant 
enemy to God, and to all that is good and holy. 
Nay, we hesitate not to say, that he who does not 
rejoicé on hearing of such a revival as we have 
delineated,-more cordially than he does in any 
temporal occurrence of a joyous kind, is either 
destitute of genuine piety, or for the time being, 
isin a state of declension, and most emphatically 
needs to be revived himself. Good men may, and 
sometimes do, differ, both in regard to what 
ought to be considered as a genuine revival, 
and as to the best means of promoting and con- 
ducting one ; but no good man can be under- 
vege? and habitually an enemy to the thing 


itself. @ purpose to resume this subject in 
the coming weck. 


Revival at Middlebury, N. Y. 

From Rev. E. 8S. Hunter, dated Wyoming, 
Middlebury, Genesee county, Dec. 13th, 1830. 
_ “It affords me pleasure to have it in my 
power ta say to you, that the good work of the 
Lord which I mentioned in my last as being 
begun in this place, is now going forward in a 
very powerful manner. God has “bowed the 
heavens and come down, and the mountains 
have flowed down at his presence.” The wave 
of salvation is rolling deep and wide, and bear- 
ing upon its peaceful bosom the fruits of eter- 
nal love to the multitude of souls that were 
perishing in their sins. This work is almost 
indiscriminate as to the characters who are the 
subjects of it. All classes of persons are af- 
fected. ‘The aged and the young,—the moral- 
ist, and the openly profane. The middle aged 
and aged especially, are extensively wrought 
upon. Men, who have for years been settled 
in the principles of infidelity are scared from 
their vain subterfuges and led to seek a refuge 
from impending wo, beneath the Cross of Christ. 
Some of the most influential men in town, who 
but a few weeks since were appurently indif- 
ferent and neglectful, if not positively opposed 
to religion—are now seen upon their knecs 1 
the praying circle mingling their hearts and 
voices at the throne of grace for the salvation 
of souls around them. In our meetings, which 
are now every evening in the week, tumult and 
confusion are unknown. God appears in our 
midst in the ‘still small voice;’ but oh! in this 
very stillness'there is a resistless energy before 
which the hardened sinner is constrained to bow. 
“The number that has obtained hopes in the 
town cannot be definitely stated. I can only 
say, that it is general and powerful. There & 
not perhaps a single school district in the tow: 
but what has shared, or is sharing, more or les: 
in this blessed work. But as much of the ter 
ritory of the town is under the influence o 
other denominations, I know less as to the ex: 
act number that has obtained hepes out of my 
own congregation, I only know, that it is great 
In my ewn congregation the number of fruit: 
of this revival is perhaps not far from sixty 
Thirty of whom have already connected them 
selves with the church. Missionary Reporter 


A public mecting and revival in the con 
4 tion of Washington, Ohio. ies 

A meeting was appointed to be held in our 
bounds, on the 23d of September. On the day 
previous, pursuant to appointment, I expected 
to meet my people in the church for the pur- 
pose ef special prayer to God for his superin- 
tendence of, and blessing upon, the mceting in 
prospect. But scarcely a dozen of the congre- 
gation met, such was the deplorable state of the 
Church. But the day appointed arrived, the 
minister and people co!lected, the meeting com- 
menced and progressed, and the Spirit of God 
descended: christians were aroused and sin- 
ners alarmed. As-to the preaching, I think I 
can honestly say, it was the simple unadulter- 
ated Gospel of Christ, exhibited with great ear- 
nestness and much affection; accompanied with 
the most powerful appeals to the heart and 
conscience. But besides this, there was public 
and private exhortations, and an earnest wrest- 
ling in prayer, and truly it was good to be there. 
The results of that meeting have to us been 
precious indeed. ‘The Lord (we trust) has ad- 
ded to our Church 27 precious souls as fruits 


<*~*ate of things existing. Our Sabbath-school 
which we held in the Church during the sum- 
mer, we have divided into three schools, which 
we hope tocontinue through the winter scason: 
heretofore there has been a suspension of Sab- 
bath-school instruction, but aware of its impor- 
tance, and also of the loss sustained by so long 
a vacation, we resolved on making the trial of 
winter schools and hope they will flourish. 
We have now three regular weekly prayer 
mectings, all well attended and profitably con- 


ducted. Of those lately added to the Church, 
the greater number are heads of families, three 
are upwards of 60 years of age, and among them 
one who had not been seen at any meeting, 
(except at his own house as his wife was-a 
member,) for about 9 years, previous to the 
one above pamed; curiosity prompted him to 
come, and tae Lord had mercy on him. He 
was not received at that time but has since 
joined us, and thus far is stedfast.—Jb. 


We hear reports from various sources, of re- 
vivals, now, or quite recently, existing in New 
Shason, Me. Conway, Ashfield, Buckland, and 
Charlestown, Mass. Troy, Greenwich, Wash- 
ington county, Seneca-Falls, Morrisville, Pom- 
pey, Victor, Mendon, Ulysses, and Wyoming, 
N. Y. and Atwater, Ohio. 

The whole number of revivalsof religion, no- 
ticed in the last vol. of the Recorder, is 210. Of 
these 14 were in Maine, 21 in New-Hampshire, 


38 in Vermont, 18 in Massachusetts, 11 in} 


Connecticut, 1 in Rhode-Island, 55 in New- 
York, 5 in New-Jersey, 2 in Pennsylvania, 6 
in Virginia, 4 in North-Carolina, 3 in South- 
Carolina, 2 in Georgia, 1 in Kentucky, 12 in 
Ohio, 2 in Indiana, 4 in Tennessee, 1 in Ala- 
bama, 1 in Michigan, 3 in Nova Scotia, 4 in the 
East Indies, in France, and in Wales. There 


have probably been several others which es- 
caped our notice.—Boston Recorder, . 
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_ WEDNESDAY, February 16, 1831. 


This No, of Tuer PressyTERIan is sent to a 
a number of persons in the City, who have not been 
invited in any other form to become subscribers. 
They will be waited on in due time, in order that 
they may have a convenient opportunity of signi- 
fying their pleasure. 

While we respectfully solicit the patronage of 
our distant friends, to whom this No. is forwarded, 
and hope that for the greater part, they will retain 
the present number as an indication of their inten- 
tion to support this Paper; we, at the same time, 
would not be obtrusively urgent: and, therefore, 
we respectfully request, that in case they do not 
wish to be subscribers, they will return this No. to 
the Office of the THE PRESBYTERIAN, at No, 224 
Walnut-street, Philadelphia, without any unneces- 
sary delay. This proposed arrangement, if duly 
attended to, will prevent future embarrassment, 
while, in the mean time, it saves much trouble and 
expense. 

TO MINISTERS AND ELDERS OF THE PRESBYTE- 
RIAN CHURCH. 

We hope that our brethren, the ministers and 
elders of the Presbyterian Church, to whom this 
No, is sent, will welcome it as a friend and auxilia- 
ry in that cause—the cause of truth and holiness— 
in which they are engaged, that they will take it 
under their protection, and that they will endea- 
vour to procure for it as wide a circulation and as 
many subscribers as they can. 3 

The system of truth which will be inculcated in 
our columns, is that of the Bid/e, of the glorious 
Reformation, and the Confession of Faith and Ca- 
techisms of our Church. Regarding the doctrines 
of the Gospel ag inestimably precious, as subservi- 
ent to the sanctification and comfort of God’s peo- 
ple, the prosperity and extension of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, and the highest interests of mankind, we 
shall not silently look on, when they are attacked, 
mutilated, or misrepresented. Our voice will be 
raised in their defence—not, as we trust, in the 
harsh tone of angry passion, or with the overbear- 
ing fierceness of bigotry—but with the fervency and 
firmness which the importance of the cause de- 
mands, and with the candour and humility which 
charity suggests, and a sense of our own insufficien- 
cy inspires. We make this explanation, in order 
to remove an apprehension which may possibly 
exist, that Zhe Presbyterian has been brought into 
being for the purpose of entering the ranks, and 
waging war under the banners of controversy. 
Most assuredly, we shall not seek it; nor shall we 
avoid calm, Christian investigation and discussion, 
when the interests of truth and righteousness, and 


the benefit of souls seem to require our services, 


The Christian enterprises and institutions of the 
present day, are made the means, under the Divine 
direction and blessing, of combining the efforts, 
engaging the affections, and enlisting the activity, 
wealth, and influence of all who love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in the promotion of his kingdom. What- 
ever may tend to increase such efforts, enliven such 
affections, and excite the Lord’s people to more 
faithful and entire devotedness to their Master’s 
work, will always find a ready welcome to our 
pages. Torender Zhe Presbyterian irstrumental- 
ly useful to our Church, our country, and the 
world, subservient to pure and undefiled religion, 
to the honour of our adored Redeemer and the 
praises of our God, will be our leading aim, and 
the attainment of this in any degree, will be our 
richest reward. 

Like folitical Israel of old, the sfiritual Israel of 
the Lord in our day, is also externally divided into 
tribes, all holding to the same Head, acknowledg- 
ing the same laws, and constituting but one spiri- 
tual kingdom. While, therefore, we love all that 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in‘ sincerity, pray for 
their happiness, and rejoice in beholding the cause 
of our common Lord prospering in their hands; at 
the same time, if it be not reckoned to our com- 
mendation, it will at least be pardoned as our infir- 
mity, when we honestly avow that the interests of 
that tribe of the spiritual Israel, to which we are 
attached cordially and conscientiously, are upper- 
most in our affections, and consequently will obtain 
the first place in our columns, and be aided to the 
extent of our power. We believe this preference 
of our own denomination \ others, to be strictly in 
agreement with justice, am. with the welfare of the 
whole Church of Christ, in the same manner as it 
is strictly proper, and truly subordinate to the ge- 
neral good of society, for a person to prefer, and to 
be chiefly attached to the interests of that family to 
which he belongs. 

These being the views and principles which in- 
fluence us, and which will necessarily have their 
effect in giving a distinctive character to Zhe Pres- 
byterian; we leave it with our brethren, to judge, 
whether or not such a paper as is now offered to 
them, will be an auxiliary to their labours, and tend 
to strengthen their hands, in their several congre- 
gations. Let them also recollect the channel in 
which the profits of the paper will flow, and upon 
the whole, does it not appear desirable that a pe- 
riodical, possessing those very grounds of prefer- 
ence which are urged in favour of Zhe Presbyterian, 
should have an extensive circulation within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church. 

One remark more, and we have done. We haye 
frequently metewith the complaint, that infidel 
tracts and other perniciqps publications are plenti- 
fully distributed among the scattered flocks of 
Christ in the West, and that some publications of a 
salutary nature, are much needed to counteract 
the mischievous effects of these. Let Zhe Presby- 
terian be one of the organs by which our brethren 
in that region may meet, not with carnal, but with 
spiritual weapons, the spirit of delusion and error 
which is abroad. Let one or two copies be receiv- 
ed and circulated in every neighbourhood, that the 
addresses, essays, &c, furnished by our brethren 
may be read, along with the other artigles of reli- 
gious instruction and intelligence, which ‘every pa- 
per will contain, and we believe that under the 
blessing of God, such a plan will do much for the 
support of the truth, and towards the suppression of 
those portentous delusions over which many of the 
pious mourn. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. , 

The Editor feels grateful for the communica- 
tions with which he has been already, favoured, 
part of .which are inserted in the present paper, 
and part kept in reserve for the next. 

He repeats his request here, that he may be fa- 
voured vith commynicatjons on religious and mo- 


ral subjects, from Christians whose pens can never these islands. 


be better employed than in teaching those truths 


ere has been an unpsual at- } cal g 
which they love, in delineating and recommending tention to religién in some of the Presbyterian | r 


those Christian graces. and virtues which they de- 
ng those 


light to exercise, or in exposing and rep 
sins from which they desire to be deli 


selves, and would be instrumental in delivering 
others, He is under the necessity of stipulating 
that their communications must be fost faid; be- 
cause the expense, trifling when divided among a 
number, would be intolerable to an individual. 
Selections from valuable and scarce books, suited 
to the nature of our paper, will also be thankfully | 
received; for although originality is very desirable, 
yet utility is still more so. In making selections for 
publication, we request our friends to be particular 
in noticing the author and book, and page of the 


book from which they are made. 


Several articles, which we had intended 


sert inthe present paper, have been unavoidably 


crowded out, and shall appear in our next. 


DESIDERATA.—It would be exceedingly grati- 
fying to us, and we think, useful to the Church, if 
some brother would favour us with a serics of sound, 
scriptural, explanatory notes on our Confession of 
Faith, suited to the capacities cf the young and 
culated to meet and repel the 
| prejudices, which the misrepresentations of its 
Dr. Green’s Lec- 
tures on the Shorter Catechism, (a work which we 
should be glad to see in every family connected 
with the Presbyterian Church,) may give some 
idea of the nature of the series of articles desired, 
although in general, they might be less particular 
and less extended. Short sketches of interesting 
periods of the Church’s history, of its prosperity, 
trials, controversies, councils, doctrines, corrup- peop : 
tions, eminent‘men; analyses of some of the works 
of the early Fathers, and of the Reformers, and 
useful extracts from them; these and similar mat- 
ters, exhibited in a popular form, will be as ac- 
ceptable to us as they will be instructive to a large 
portion of those whom we expect to number among 
our readers, while they will illustrate by turns the 
grace of God, the wickedness of the worst, and the 


the ignorant, and 


enemies have raised against it. 


imperfections of the best of men. 


~ 


MuRDER WILL out! or a design arainst 


tianity confessed.—A friend, on whose veracity we 
can rely, has handed us the following for publication, 
under the above caption. While we concei“™ that. 
the sentiments avowed by oneof the gentlemep, . 
in the reported conversation, are not by any means 
limited to a few individuals among us; still we be- 
lieve, that in most instances, in which such senti- 
ments are cherished, they are rather the result of 
thoughtlessness, and more especially of that enmity 
against God and holiness, which is the concomitant 
of the unrenewed heart, and which spurns at the 
restraints of religion, than of any set design to 
overthrow the sacred and salutary institutions of 
Christianity. But whether the purpose be enter- 
tained or not, the undoubted tendency cf every at- 
tempt to infringe upon our religious privileges is 
the same, and may ultimately be as injurious in its 


effects, as if the end had been premeditated. 


‘*A gentleman who was asked to sign the me- 
morial to the Legislature of this State against tak- 
ing down the church chains, told the person pre- 

it, that but a short time before, a Friend 

had asked his signature to a memorial for taking 
them down, and that the following dialogue took 
‘Friend, I wil} not sign this- 

paper.’ ‘ Why not?’ inquired the applicant. ‘ Be- 
cause,” said the gentlemen, ‘you have other de- 
signs: taking down the chains 1s but a preliminary 
‘How do you know that?’ said the other. 

‘I am fully persuaded cf it,’ replied the gentle- 
man. ‘ Well,’ rejoined the other, ‘ we do intend to 
break down, not only the chains, but the Subdbuth 
too, and to have the shofis and stores ofien just as on . 
he memorialist was too honest 

for his coadjutors, or too communicative: he seems 
to have revealed the secret cause of all the noise 
about the obstructions occasioned by church chains. 
g will the friends of the Sabbath and of 
Christianity sleep, while the enemy is at work un- 

dermining our liberties, both civil and religious!” 


sentin 


place between them. 


step.’ 


any other day.’ T 


How lon 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


RELIGIOUs. 


Defence of Poflery.—The first discourse, pur- 
rting to be a reply to the Rey. Dr. Beecher’s 
ectures, was delivered by Bishop Fenwick, Bos- 
top, at the Catholic Church, on Sabbath evening. 
ere was a very. great audience, in despite of the 
formidable snow drifts raised by the storm—there 
being no mecting at Park-street. “The Protestant 
hearers were treated with commendable courtesy 
them every facility of accommodation; 

though. heir ears were assailed with vituperative 


by givin 


epithets‘ and inammatory denunciations, 


Of Dr. Beecher, the Bishop spoke in violent: 
terms; as aman whohad ‘‘ neither the grace to un- 
derstand, nor the right to expound the scriptures;” 
who had slandered the church and misrepresented 
its priesthood. His **temerity” in interrogating 
the Catholic doctrines was dwelt upon in charac- 
teristic language, and he was sent to perdition, sans 


ceremonie. 


Martin Luther and John Calvin, he said, were | Shall take an early opportunity t 
fanatics; the former a drunken apostate friar, and ! 
the latter an apostate monk; that they raked up alk 
the old heresies, and had given the church a dread- 
ful shock, which if God had not upstayed it, would 
have been destroyed; that the opposers of the 
church had been violators of the law, corrupters 


of morals, libertines, & 


‘To sum up the ‘freply,” it had the energy of 
It was 
oastful, and boisterous, and assumptive, and whol- }. 
So much for 
Ch. Herald and B. Rec, 
Sabbath Union.—At the present time, when so 
much is said against the friends of the Sabbath, and 
when so many are engaged in terrific warfare 
against their God and judge, in their strenuous ef- 
forts to desecrate the,day, which he has sanctified 
and blessed; we think the hint thrown out to Edi- 
tors of Religious Periodicals, by Mr. Kingsbury, 
agent of the Sabbath Union, worthy of attention, 
and one to which we shall endeavour to conform. 
‘‘ Sabbath-breaking,” says he, ‘*has become so 
common—threatening the destruction, not only of 
itis very 
desirable that you should devote a part of your pa- 


assion, and the eagerness of proscription. 


ly divested of christian meekness. 
the discourse. 


our religious, but civil 


per, each week, to the Sabbath cause.” 


‘* An Agent for the Sabbath Union has just been 
appointed, and efforts are making to excite in the 
mind of ministers, churches, editors, and private 
christians, a deeper interest on this subject. And 
I know of no means by which this object can be ac- 
complished more readily, than by opening your 
columns, publishing something valuable every 
week, and giving it your constant ‘and undivided 


su rt. 
Wen weeks should be despoiled of the blessing 
and ornament of the Sabbath, then our civil agd reli-" 


Charleston (S. C.) Observer. 7 
gious institutions, our dearest earthly hopes, and the we a aT 
everlasting well-being of millions yet unborn, would | Biblical Repertory and Theological Review.— 
be blight 


Mo 


outrage, anarchy, and desolation. 


mon cou 


voking upon their own best privileges the wither-| III. Hints concerning Prayer iviec Te: H 
in of offended Heaven. IV. Suggestions in Vindication of the Te-, per. 
rosperity of the Sandwich Isl ince the | ance Society. 
American Missionaries first visited t islands,| V. Review of Professor Stuart’s Letter to W.,_ 
their trade has increased 500 140 ships | liam E. Channing, D. D. t 
are annually supplied with ref gat. The gos-| VI. The American Quarterly Review on Sun- Si 
pel has done wonders in civilizing; the natives of | day Mails. ; | eg 
of 3 the City of New Yorks—For} VIII. Select Ssiastical History and Polity, 


pestilence, breathing its hor- 
rors into the bosom of society, would fill our land 
with crime, disgrace, infuriated passion, blood 
May christians 
be awakened to prayer and effort for the preserva- 
tion of the Sabbath; and may the enemies of that 
sacred day be convinced that they are blindly en- 
deavouring to destroy the palladium of our com- 
mtry’s prosperity and happiness, and 


Churches of this city. and agrecably to 
arrangements, the ministers and congregations con- 
nected with the third Presbytery, have held nu- 
merous religious meetings, with special reference 
to a revival of religion in this city. ‘The exercises 
have all heen cogducted with great regard to order, 
and with continual deepening solemmity. 

It is evidently a time of unusual attention to reli- 
gion in this city. Probably several hundreds of our 
youth are deeply impressed with the impcrtance 
of seeking an interest in the great salvation. 

NV. Y. Observer. 

We are rejoiced to hear these good tidings; and 
pray that the Lord may appear in the large and 
important city of New York, with the resistless 
energy of his reviving and renewing grace, until ~ 
vice and infidelity be vanquished, and every church 
be crowded with humble, spiritual, and devoted 
worshippers. r 


previous 


them- 


POLITICAL. 
The Continent of Eurofe.—TVhe eyes of the world 
are fixed in wonder upon the mysterious path of 
Providence, as the Ruler of the universe walks in 
the majesty of power through the agitated nations 
of Europe. We have seen the expulsion of on¢ 
race of kings from the throne of France, and the 
establishment of another, showing that the Lord 
still exercises his supreme prerogative, and ‘‘givetlr 
the kingdom to whomsoever he will.” But what is 
of much more interest to us, we have scen in the 
sudden revolution of France, the rupture cf one of 
the. members of the Western Antichrist from the 
body of the Beast. The equal freedom and privi- 
lege given to all religious denominations, opens 2 
door for the prémulgatiom of the truth, which we + 
trust has not been opened in vain for France, for 
the cause of the Redeemer, and for the happiness of 
the world. But the agitations which a change so 
sudden and so great, could not but produce, are far 
from being allayed. ‘There is still such a ground- 
swell in the nobitical ccean as to create a fear that 
there may be another—and if another—a more dis- 
astrous storm. ‘lhe event is only known to Him, 


who ‘‘stilleth the noise of the waves, and the tu- 
mult cf the people.” 


to in- 


We have seen the excitement which commenc- 
ed in France, extend to Belgium, Saxony, Bruns- ‘ 
wick, Switzerland, and last of all to Poland. In all 
these, revolutions have taken place, and a number 
of other kings and petty princes, in the South, 
Centre, and North of Europe, ‘save felt more or 
less sensibly, the concussion, and have trembled 
for their thrones. Whether the heavings of the 
great abyss will be stayed for the present, and tem- 
porary—for it can be no more than temporary— 
tranquillity restored, is not for us to foresee; but 
we are inclined to think, that circumstances wil 
grow out of the affairs of Belginm and Poland, 
which will invelve Europe in war—not a partial 
und unimportant war—but one equally cxtensive 

nd tremendous. 
| Britain has not been unaffected with the spirit, 
which the revolution in France has wakened. It | 
is hoped, that under the new Ministry and the pre- _ 
sent King, various abuses and corruptions, under . 
which the people have long been impatient, will 
be removed and rectified, as far as it can be done, 
consistently with the preservation of peace and 
order. We only hint at these matters, because 
they are already generally Known to our readers. 
Hereafter we shall be more particular in noticing, 
briefly, the mest important events which may 
occur. But in this paper we cuabyv present afew 
matters under each head of intelligences, chiefly for 
the purpose of showing the method and general 
arrangement which we intend, as far as we shall 
find it useful and acceptable to our readers, to pur- 
suc. 

A war is anticipated between Bolivia and Peru. 
A late letter from Lima, states that there is no 
hope of -avoiding a collision between the two 
Powers. 

‘There has been a tremendous tornado in the pro- 
vince of Nicaragua. Every thing was destroyed, 
and the earth was swept entirely bare. For 2 
square of twenty six miles, not even a blade of 
grass was left standing. The amount of loss is ¢s- 
timated at from four to five millions of dollars. 
How it illustrates the forbearance of God witha 
wicked world, that he so seldom lets loose the fury 
of the elements; and certainly the wonders of his 
power are as manifest, although not so striking to 
us, in the calm, as in the terrors of the tornado, 


The hero and patriot of South America, the re- 
nowned BoLIVAR, is no more, 


Ch ris- 


DOMESTIC... 

On Wednesday last, a hearse and funeral were 
seen passing over onthe Delaware. The skaters 
were numerous, and appeared to take no notice of 
the work of death. How apt an illustration of the 
general spirit and conduct of the world! 

The case of the Ninth Presbyterian Church, ia 
Thirteenth street, terminated on Saturday morn- 
ing—verdict in favour of the plaintiffs, by which 
their rightful claim to the meeting-house, out of 
which they have been kept so long, is established. 

‘The houses in Fort Delaware, Pea Patch Island, 

were destroved by fire, on ‘Tuesday night, the 8th 
inst. The fire is suppesed to have been communi- 
cated to the roof of the wooden building whieh sur- ‘ 
mounts the walls of the fort, from a stove-pipe. 
‘The troops have lost the greater part of their arms, 
accoutremenss, and clothing; the officers have suf- 
fered severely in the loss of furniture, bedding, 
clothing, &c. It was with the utmost difficulty 
that they sated their wives and children. The 
troops were removed next day to Delaware City, 
where for the time they are established. No lives 
have been lost. 

Colonization Society —YThe American Coloniza- 
tion Society held its annual meeting in the Cham- 
ber of Repgesentatives, at Washington, on the 19th 
ult. From the: reportwhich was read by the Se- 
cretary, the Rev. Mr. Gurley, it appears, that the | 
Colony in Africa is prospering, and the prospects 
of the Society is biglitening in this country. We 

o lay the’ particu- 
lars before our readers. | 


Cherokecs.—On the 29th of December last, a 
mectinahsabta isting of the Missionaries and Assist- 
ant Missienaries of the American Boardef Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions; two Missionaries 
of the Church of the upited Brethren, and ane of 
the Baptist Board of ‘Pereign Missions, 12 in all, 
was held at New Echota. ‘The resolutions and 
statements to which they have affixed their names, 
are published in the Pheonix, and occupy four co- 
lumns, - In their resolutions, they view the Indian 
question as being not merely of a political, but of a 
moral nature, involving the nm Or viola- 
tion of the faith of our country. They consider the 
crisis of affairs relating to the Cherokee nation, as 
calling for the sympathies, prayers, and aid of all 
the benevolent. T _ disavow having used any 
influence in directing the political affairs of the na- 
tion. They aver that the resoijution of the Chero- 
kees not to exchange their place of residence, was 
not effected by the influence of the Missionaries. 
Thev deprecate the removal of the Indians west of 
the Mississippi; as such an event threatens to re- 
tard, if it should not totally arrest, their progress 
in religion, civilization, learning, and the uscful 
arts. They consider the Indians, as a body, averse 
tosuch a removal. They give it as their unani- | 
mous opinion, that the establishment of the juris- 
diction of Georgia and other States, overthe Che- = 5-5 i 
rokee people against their will, would be an im- : 
mense and irreparable injury. And as they have 
frequently seen, in the public prints, representa- , af 
tions of the state of this people widely at variance  . |. 438 
with the trath, they consider it but an act of jus- => 5 

tice to give a statement of their own, and subjoin - 

their names in testimony of its correctness.— 


The first number of this excellent Quarterlv. for 
1831, has recently made its appearance. Thus 
far, sound theology, enlightened views, and so- 
lid information, have characterized this work, 
and rendered it worthy of the patronage of a dis- 
criminating public. ‘The present number contains 
the following articles. 

I. Review of W 


on Inspiration. 


Narrative, Sermons and Addresses, Miscellaneous. 


4 


ik, in which he the | 
> “yoom under each head for the insertion of my ex- : 
 “planations. Thi wes ‘ont Sor two or 
three months, at two visits a week, highly to my | 3 
 g@tisfaction: as. L-cannot remember, that, in one 
single instanc pe light or impertinent 
while, at the same time, he f 
had any-serious weight on bis mi 
‘4 de.never enteres one of my explanations, until he a 
found his miad persuaded of its truth, especial! 
‘ one our conversations, I asked m ip 
\ hat his. motives were for taking such trouble in te 
Ais re earche when, in a solen Re. 
© "Phere are nearly 20,000 souls fook- 
‘ng to me as their guide ‘to happiness in a future 
States and for whem shall have to ‘answer another i 
tothe Jnfige Eternal; and, lest I should be 
Jeader of the blind, I use all 
ence to er:what istruth.” 
to take leave of me previous to his de- 
4 partate, a few months back, when I was confined ¥ 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


* 
4 


STANZAS. 
‘BY MRS. ELEANOR DICKINSON. 
Hast thou gazed on the sky, when it shone, vr oe 
radiant th splendour ang light, 
And paused, till its ices gone, 
‘To contemplate the beautiful sight? 
‘Then did not & mournful emotion 
- .. Steal silently into thy breast, 
As the blue mist glides over the ocean, 
evening has shadowed its rest ? 


Though it darkened thy apirit the while, 
, seem from oys to ile 3 
the chast dotight it bad given? 
re the sweet, glowing visions o ; 
‘But as soon do the fugitives fade, <7 : 
When beheld through the mirror of truth! 
‘Like that sky in its glories so fading, 
which we upon earth; 
Their light di intment is shadin se Pee 
Ere possession bas smiled on their birth. 
Oh then! like that feeling divine, 
Which breathes of devotion and 
descending refine 
souls for the mansion above. . 


love, 


"From the Lady's Book. 
stars with silvor light have crown’d the>, 
t on thy downy nest; 


Basr! the 
Sink to thy rest. * 


Mother! .’tis o’er! a parent’s sacred fervour 
Pierces to Heaven—and thine infant is at ease; 
The dart of death has pass’d k its great Preserver, 


Taen—sleep in peace. 


Father! old father! the dews are cold at even, 
- Leave thine arm-chair beneath the spreading tree; 
Come to thy couch, the moon is rn in heaven— 
oO 


me! lean on me. 


Sailor! afar upon the foaming billow 
Rock’d of the surges of the restless deep 
With a rude hammock for a seaman’s pillow— 

: p! sailor, sicep. 


Soldier! the rude earth must be thy couch of roses, 
And thy bright sabre thine only bride must be; - 
Sleep, till the clarion thy Rest? slumber closes— 

‘ leaven watches thee! 


Scholar! pale’student! the ruddy day is breaking— 

The stars have left thee, and thy taper fadeth fast, 

The sa of men is hush’«, for thou alone art waking— __ 
Sicep! sleep at last. 


' , Sleep not thou, oppressor! the poor man’s curse is winging 


Through the nigit’s darkness to the ‘Throne on high; 


* Sleep not! the widow’s, the orphan’s shrick is ringing— 


Vengeauce is nigh ; 


; Sleep not! but while the wintry wind is roaringy 
Seek thy sad victims and shield them from the blast; 
—thy treasur’d hoards outpouti 


warm 
just at last.* 


thy 


Christian! ’tis ev’ning! thy sun is setting brightly— 


The rosy heavens welcome the servant of the Lord; 


The pearly gates rise high, as seraphim touch light! 


Round the pure glories of the Empyrean, 


Where footstep never yet hastrod, 
Rolls the chorus of the eternal peean— 
Glory to God. 
MASCELLANEOUS- 
MAHOMET. 


-% If Christianity spread in the West, and the 
isles there seemed to ‘wait for His law,’ it 
sadly and deeply, and far more than propor- 
tionately, declined in the East. I have before 
told you that the dispute for pre-eminence be- 
tween the Bishops of Rome and Constantino- 
ple, produced the schism of the Greek and 


_ Latin Churches. Of the Latin church we have 


been speaking in the last story, and, therefore, 
I need not tell you that it wasa purer and more 
Christian church than the other. Christianity, 
indeed, seems to have been reduced, in the 
Eastern churches, toa miserable system, hardly 
deserving the name. The warning given to the 
Hiphesians in the Apocalypse of St. John, 
should be carefully had in remembrance by the 
most favoured church of God. ‘ Remember, 
therefore, from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent and do the first works; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candlestick out of his place, except thou re- 
pent.’ 
“These warnings were neglectad, and the 
threatenings have been fulfilled; the candle- 
sticks indeed have been removed from tlhicir 
place. 
“The instrument for this work appcared A. 
D. 609, in the person of the imposior Maho- 


who planned his wide-spreading and 


the-‘ lust of the-flesh, the 


dreadful superstition in the deserts of Arabia. 
“This singular ‘man, though possessed of 
high natural endowments, was ‘an illiterate 
At first he appeared teacher 
‘only in his own family, but when he extended 
that teaching to his people and neighbourhood, 
he swept Christianity from the places where it 
had been planted by the first teachers of its 
sacred doctrines, and where it had flourished 
for five centuries. ‘The sword,’ said Maho- 
met, ‘is the key of heaven and hell; a drop of 
biood shed in the cause of God, a night spent 
in arms, is of more avail than months of fasting 
and prayer: whosoever falls in battle, his sins 
shall be forgiven.’ Such a creed was well suited 
to those to whom it was preached, and we must 
wonder more at the skill of the contriver, than 
at the*success of the contrivance. 
“Phe nolicy of Mahorttet, as well as his 


and seductive doctrines, contributed to 


his success. ‘A house divided against itself 
cannot stand,’ said the lips of Truth and Wis- 
“dom. Tlie Christian church, or that which now 


___bore the name, was rent with faction, heresy, 


and schism. ‘The impostor carcfully improved 
these broils to his own advantage: he protec- 
ted, cherished, and won to his side the perse- 
cuted parties: pretending a divine commission 
for the reformation of the Jewish and Christian 
churches, he invited all sects and partics to lay 
aside their animosities, to accept the Koran as 
their rule of faith, and its author for their pro- 
phet and head. All who opposed the one, or 
refused the other, must accept of fire and sword 
as the alternative; but on the field of battle, 
the faith of the false prophet, or death, was al- 
ways offered to the conquered, and the captives 
were forced to embrace the religion of their 
conqueror. 
. “As Mahomet professed the highest honour 
for the one true God, and gave to Christ the 
ighe&t rank among his prophets, it might not, 
an age of degraded Christianity, be difficult 
bring nominal Christians to exchange their 
iterated system of doctrine for one that gra* 
tified #tonee the self-righteousness of the natu- 
ral heart, Which, by fastings, and forms of prayer, 
-and giving of alms, would gain a right to eter- 
nal happiness 3-—and the carnality of the heart, 
which would seek its delight in the enjoyment 
lust of the eye, and 
the pride of life.’ 3 
“« It is at once sad and interesting to read the 
epistles addressed to the seven churches, and 
to think of the-fate of those churches. Their 


‘candlesticks’ have been removed; and, instead 
5f the pure light of Gospel revelation, the dark- 


ness of Mahommedanism has covered the earth, 


and its gross 


2 > 


& darkness hds settled upon the 

. In lands where the Lord of Heaven 
descended to dwell among men, where he 
gever man spake, where the apostles 
|and taught, nay, in the Holy City, 


where stood the temple of the living God, and 


Leave thy ittle play—with a mother’s blessing round thee, | © 


where his glory dwelt, the crescent of Mahomet 
is displayed, and its ‘ abominations’ stand even 
in the ‘holy: place, 


jhad forsaken the faith; and a justly offended 
God gave them up; so-that now ignorance and 
gross darkness covers the lands where we have 
seen Christianity shine so bright and lovely. 
Oh, how should Christians long and pray for 


-|the time, when the kingdoms of this earth shall 


jagain become the kingdoms of our God and of 
his Christ! At the age of sixty-three, the great 
Impostor, Mahomet, was removed from the 
earth. A. D. 632. | 

_ % Jn death he preserved his character, and 
‘acted his part to the closing scene. The angel 
of death, he pretended, was not able to take 
away the soul of God’s Prophet, until he had, 
with becoming respect, implored his permis- 
sion. Mahomet gave him leave to do so, and 


{then expired on the carpet upon which he 


reclined. We cannot now have much faith in 


the latter end of their adored prophet: if true, 
he sustained his character with the same dex- 
terity and boldness with which he had propa- 
gated his creed. 

‘** His successors continued the work he so 
successfully began: the Caliplis, as the succes- 
sors of Mahomet were called, spread their con- 
quests and their creed, in less than one hundred 
years, from India to the Atlantic Ocean; over 
the countries of Persia, Syria, Egypt, Africa, 
and Spain. In the year 637, Jerusalem was 
besieged and taken by the Saracens. This was 
their haughty summons to the Holy City.— 
‘Health and happiness to every one that follows 
the right way! We require you to testify that 
there is only one God, and that Mahomet is 
his Prophet. If you refuse this, consent to pay 
tribute, and be under us forthwith.’ 

** But the Christians of Jerusalem would not 
submit to see the crescent of Mahomet sup- 
plant the cross, or ‘give up to the possession of 
infidels the holy sepulchre, to which pilgrims 
now thronged from the most distant parts. A 
four months’ siege, however, terminated in the 
capitulation of Jerusalem; and the Caliph, 
Omar, came to settle the terms in person. The 
appearance of the conqueror was singular: he 
was,moynted on a red camel, which bore also 
bag of.dates afd a bag of corn for his repasts, 
a wooden dish to serve them, and a leathern 
bottle of water to drink. The treaty signed, 
he entered the city with the patriarch, and 
conversed with him respecting its ancient reli- 
gion, as they stood together in the Church of 
the Resurrection: the words of Daniel the 
prophet are said to have been lowly muttered 
by the patriarch, ‘ The abomination of desola- 
tion is in the holy place.’ 

“« Alexandria, of whose martyrs and Christian 
fame you have heard so much, fell into the 
hands of the Mahometans, A. D. 668. ‘I have 
taken,’ said the commander to the Caliph, ‘ the 
great city of the west, and planted the standard 
of Mahomet on the walls of the capital of 
Egypt. But it is impossible for me to cnume- 
rate the variety of its riches or beauty.’ Evan- 
gelical religion had long forsaken the Alexan- 
drian church ; licentiousness and ambition seem 
to have been its characteristics: and pastors 
and people were alike removed from gospel 
simplicity and faith: the Saracen mentions four 
hundred theatres to have been there at its cap- 
ture. The last truly Christian Bishop of Alex- 
andria was John, surnamed the Almoner, on 
account of his charitable dispositions: he had 
died long before its capture by the Saracens, 
having left it in the year 616, when the Per- 
sians conquered Egypt, and threatened the de- 
struction of the Roman empire. And now we 
shall hear no more of Alexandria; Mahomet- 
anism settled there its dark and deadly influ- 


ruins of a degraded and miserable system of 
Christianity, to which even the philosophy and 
wisdom of men had contributed to reduce the 
pure and clevated faith that we have seen the 
Alexandrian church professing in carlier days. 
You are, I hope, aware, that I allude to Origen, 
and to the unscripture! tencts his converts pro- 
pagated. 

“Who has not heard of the famous Alexan- 
drian library? perhaps its destruction has no- 
thing to do with the history of the church, yet, 
as the sentence of the Caliph respecting it, so 
well shows. the genius of that religion which 
has spread mental-and spiritual darkness 
wherever its influence extends, I cannot for- 
bear relating it here. The library of Alexan- 
dria, it is said, once amounted to seven hun- 
dred thousand volumes; but this was in pagan 
times, and it is not very probable that the same 
collection remained at the present period: yet 
every lover of learning has since deplored the 
destruction ordered by the Saracen. ‘If these 
writings of the Greeks,’ said Omar, ‘ agree with 
the book of Gotl, they are useless, and need 
fot be preserved; if they disagrec, they are 
pernicious, and ought to be destroyed.’ In 
accordance with the order. of supreme igno- 
rance, the parchment, volumes of Alexandria 
were devoted to the uso of the four thousand 
baths which that luxurious city contained, and 
the number of these volumes may be estimated, 
though their worth caunot, by the circumstance, 
that they afforded fuel to these baths during six 
months. 

“Thus, at the close ofthis century, we sec 
Africa and the East, where the light of the 
Gospel had shone so gloriously, again falling 
into darkness; nor has that darkness yet, dur- 
ing the centuries that have elapsed, been lifted 
up: missionary zeal and missionary love have 
done something; may they be continued and 
redoubled! We owe muci: to these places, fie 
we have received what they lost; may we re- 
member our debt, and be active in its discharge. 


where Ignatius, and Polycarp, and Cyprian, 
and many more, shed a radiancy of Christian 
glory: ‘their candle is, alas! put out in ob- 
scure darkness ;’ the flood of light which then 
poured upon ‘them, has since rolled to lands 
that formerly knew it not. Oh, who would 
wish to monopolize its brightness, or refuse to 
hold out its ray to guide back the benighted 
sons of Africa and the East to the ‘ light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jesus Christ.”—Stories from Church History. 


«MRS. HANNAH MOORE. 


Mrs. Moore is rather below the common stat- 
ure, and sits for the most part in heneasy chair, 
with her table and work before her. It is three 
years since she has left her chamber—not lit- 
erally, f@.she has in that period occasionally 
rode a short distance—but since she has left her 
place drawing-room and at the table. 
Cheerfulness and nature are strongly de- 
picted in her face; and her fine dark eyes retain 
a. brilliancy and expression altogether uncom- 


mon in persons of her advanced years. Age and 


Phe eastern churches were corrupted; they 


| the account given by his family and friends of 


But little more shall I have tosay of the regions, 


encc, and firmly established its empire on the | 


q 


sickness appear potto have dimmed their lustre 
in the least. hatever may be the topic of 
conversation, she engages in it with great feel- 
ing and vivacity;.her ideas are rapid, and often 
playful; and if the authoress sometimes appears, 
it is only for a moment, and whileshe is giving 
utterance to some sentiment of more than com- 
mon importance. There is evidently no effort 
to talk in a written style, but her general mode 
of expressing herself is in short, pithy sentences, 
replete with meaning. The room where she 
sits is furnished with a copious selection of stan- 
dard authors; and the furniture of the different 
rooms is plain, but neat and in good taste. 

Much of her valuable life has been passed in 
a sick chamber. She remarked that she had 
been about twenty times brought near the bor- 
ders of the grave, but that in all her sickness 
her mind had been perfectly clear, so that she 
could give directions concerning her affairs. 
“Tf I have ayes” she observed, “sickness 
has been the author of it; for it has forced me 
to be industrious, when I was able to hold a 
pen.” Her views of Christian philosophy may 
be gathered from the following incident. Five 
yéars ago, a fever of twelve months continuance 
entirely destroyed the senses of smell and taste; 
“but see,” she remarked, “show I have-been 
compensated. For a year longer I was obliged 
to take medicine ‘eight times a day, and have 
taken it more or less every day since.—My life 
depended upon it; but had my taste been spared, 
I could not possibly have taken these nauseous 
black draughts.” This was what she called the 
doctrine of compensation. 

Among the letters she had received from va- 
rious correspondents, one from Cobbet was pro- 
duced, which I was desired to read aloud for 
the benefit of the company. It was moral and 
religious, and all that—full of compliments to 
Mrs. M, for her useful and instructive writings. 
It was written in 1796, and represented the go- 
vernment of the U..States as a patched up sort 
of a thing, without coherency or stability, and 
on the eve of arevolution. ‘This was before I 
knew him as well asl donow. When hecame 
back, I used some exertion to get him made 
editor of the Anti-Jacobin Review. I thought 
him a fit person to be set up against Tom Paine 
—he was strong, coarse and vulgar; but wrote 
in astyle to take with the common people ; and 
I believed he had good principles. When he 
had got the paper he turned about and abused 
me. Such was his gratitude.” The history of 
her early correspondence with Cobbet she re- 
lated with great good humour. 

Mrs. is-gratefully sensible of the popular- 
ity of her works in America, and speaks of it 
and our institutions in terms of high regard. 
She hoped there would be no more differences 
between the twocountries. They are one in lan- 
guage, one in religion, and cne in blood: why 
should political differences divide them? I ob- 
served, that the English. journalists, had done 
more, by their snecring, ill-natured remarks and 
misrepresentations, to exasperate the people of 


together.—“ That is just what I said to Lord 
Ss ; and he acquiesced in the same opinion. 
Ife thought they provoked the revolutionary war; 
he was sure they did much to bring on the last 
one; and lamented that they would persist in 
misrepresentationsand abuse. Butsoitis. The 
editors of the Journals and Reviews find that a 


sell; and that is all they want. They are far 
from expressing the feelings of the English peo- 
ple, and they ought not to be seriously regarded. 
— Wheaton’s Travelsin England. 


WEALTH OF THE SPANISH CLERGY. 


The annual income of the Spanish Clergy has 
been generally valued at 16,000,0001., although 
the clergy themselves have always denied that 
it was more than 12@r 13,000,600/. 

Up to 1799, all the taxes and contributions 
paid to the Government did not excecd 5,500,- 


nearly three times as much for their religious 
as for their civil Government. 

From the beginning of the 18th century tc 
1792, we do not find that the clergy ever con- 
tributed to the charges of the State, more thar, 
130,000/. lent to the Government in 1780, and 
a donation of 400,0002. in 1792. . 

From 1792 to 1808, the clergy advanced te 
Government either by loan or donation 1,890, 
0001. and received from the people within the 
same period, at least 195,000,000/. so that they 
contributed much less than one per cent. of 
their income; while the people, in addition to 
the payment of 7,500,0002. annually, as ordina- 
ry contribution to the Government, were oblig- 
ed to pay within that same period 56,000,0002., 
as extraordinary contributions. 

. Up to the year 1808, the clergy enjoyed great 
privileges; they and their property were exempt 
from all contribution and taxes, and they push- 
ed this privilege to so monstrous an extent, that 
every clergyman received yearly from the Royal 
Treasury, a sum of money in repayment of such 
tax as it was presumed he might have paid in 
the purchase of provisions bought in the open 
markets; such provisions being subjected to a 
municipal tax at the gates of the city.* | 

From 1808, to 1814, they were obliged to 
diseorge some of their enormous wealth, for 
ncither French nor Spaniards spared them. The 
Cortes were of opinion that they ought not to 
be exempt from contributing to the charges of 
the State; that, having possessed themselves of 
their enormous wea!th by illegal and foul means, 
it was high time to deprive them of it; that the 
‘important interests of religion required a more 
just and impartial distribution,‘and not to allow 
a great majority of the rectors of parishes to 
starve on 30 or 40 pounds a year, while the pre- 
lates, the canons, in a word, the whole of the 
high clergy, enjoyed immense revenues. In 
consequence of this determination, the bishops, 
canons, and pluralists conspired against the 
Cortes; and, in 1814, eventually triumphed— 
but their triumph ‘was of short duration. In 
1817, the King deprived them of their privilege 
of exemption, and, having imposed a property 
tax, the Spanish people everywhere contrived 
to make the church landed property pay, per- 
haps, twice as much as in justice it ought. The 
clergy, growing weary of these burdens, beheld 
with indifference the revolution of 1820, con- 
cluding that their condition could not be worse 
under the dominion of the Cortes, than it had 
been under the absolute King. In this they were 
mistaken ; for the Cortes applied a part of the 
church property to the payment of the national 
debt; which caused the dissentions between the 
clergy and the Cortes to break out afresh. There 
cannot be the least doubt that the contest would 
have términated in favour of the Cortes,.had 
not the Duke d’Angouleme invaded Spain, with 
his 100,600.French troops, for the avowed pur- 
pose of compelling the Spaniards tg pay more 
for-their religion than they were disposed to do. 


* This privilege has been restored since 1823, 


4 


the U. States, than all the acts of government | 


spice of malice and abuse makes their works; 


0001. yearly, so that the Spanish pcople paid 


From that period the clergy have enjoyed their 


off in their revenues, owing to the little value 
ofevery description of agricultural produce, and 
‘toits having become a common.-practice among 
»the Spaniards to use every endeavour to cheat 
them of their tithes. The clergy, on the other 
hand, have resorted to the most violent mea- 
stires to compel their flocks to pay the full 
amount; they have generally been unsuccess- 
ful, and have rendered themselves objects of 
detestation, without finding a remedy for the 
evil. 


JUVENILE ENERGY. 

The following interesting anecdote is taken 
fram the Utica Citizen. It was related by W. 
H. Maynard, Esq. at a recent meeting of the 
Lyceum in that village. 

“In December, 1807, Mr. M. was téaching 
school for a quarter in the town of Plainfield, 
Mass. One cold, blustering morning, on en. 
tering his school-room, he observed a lad he 
had not seen before, sitting on one of the 
benches. The lad soon made known his er- 
rand to Mr. M. He was fifteen years 6ld; his 
parents lived seven miles distant; he want- 
ed an education ; and had come from home on 
foot that morning, to see if Mr. M. could help 
him to contrive how to obtain it. 1 

‘“Mr. M. asked him if he was acquainted 
with any one inthe place? “No.” Do your 
parents know any person here?” “No.” 
“Can your parents help you towards obtaining 
an education?” ‘* No.” “ Have youany friends 
that can give you assistance?” “No.” “Well 
how do you expect to obtain an education?” 
** I don’t know, but I thought I would come and 
see you.” Mr. M. told him to stay that day 
and he would see what could be done. He dis- 
covered that the boy was possessed of good 
sense, but no uncommon brilliancy ; and he 
was particularly struck with the cool and reso- 
lute manner in which he undertook to conquer 
difficulties which would have intimidated com- 
mon minds. In the course of the day, Mr. M. 
made provision for having him boarded through 
the winter in the family with himself, the lad 
paying for his board by his services out of 
school. He gave himself diligently to study, 
in which he made good, but not rapid profi- 
viency, improving every opportunity of reading 
and conversation for acquiring knowledge; and 
thus spent the winter. — 

““When Mr. M. left the place in the spring, 
he engaged a minister, who resided about four 
miles from the boy’s father, to hear his recita- 
tions; and the boy accordingly boarded at home 
and pursued his studies. 

“Tt is unnecessary to pursue the narrative 
farther. Mr. M. had never seen the lad since. 
But this was the early history of the Rev. Jonas 
Kine, whose exertions in the cause of oriental 
learning, and in alleviating the miseries of 
Greece, have endeared him alike to the scholar 
and the philanthropist, and shed a bright ray of 
glory on his native country.” 


FILIAL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED. 


An officer, having remained some time at 
| Kingston, in Surrey, for the purpose of raising 
recruits, received orders to rejoin his regiment. 
On the evening before his departure, a young 
man of the most engaging aspect made his ap- 
|peafance, and desired to be enlisted into his 
company. [His air at once indicated a well 
‘cultivated mind, and commanded respect. He 
betrayed, however, evident marks of perturba- 
tion, and was greatly embarrassed. The officer 
asked the cause of it—‘I tremble,” said he, 
‘Jest you should deny my request.” While he 
was speaking, the tears rolled down his cheeks. 
**No,” answered the officer, “I accept your 
offer most heartily; but why should, you ima- 
gine a refusal?” “ Because, the bounty which 
[ expect may perhaps be too high.” ‘ How 
much then do you demand?” said the officer. 
‘It is no unworthy motive, but an urgent claim 
that compels me to ask ten guineas, and I shall 
be the most miserable of mankind if you refuse 
me.” ‘Ten guineas!” said the officer, “ that 
indeed is very high; but I am pleased with 
you: I trust to your honour for the discharge 
of your duty, and will strike the bargain at 
once. Here are ten guineas; to-morrow we 
depart.” | 

The young man, overwhelmed with joy, 
begged permission to return home, to perform 
a sacred duty, and promised to be back within 
an hour. The officer, impressed by the honesty 
of his countenance, yielded to his desire; but 
observing something mysterious in his manner, 
he was induced by curiosity, to follow him at 
some distance. He saw him hastening towards 
the’ town prison, where he knocked, and was 
admitted. The officer quickened his pace; and 
when he came to the door of. the prison, he 
overheard the young man to say to the jailor,— 
‘‘Here is the money for which my father is 
imprisoned; I put it into your hands, and I 
request you will conduct me to him immediate- 
ly, that I may release him from his misery.” 
The jailor did as he was requested. 

The officer delayed a few minutes, that the 
young man might have an opportunity of being 
alone with his father. He then followed him. 
What ascene! He saw the son in the arms of 
a venerable and aged father, who, without ut- 
tering a word pressed him to his heart and be- 
dewed him with tears. A few minutes passed 
before he observed the officer, who, deeply af- 
fected, approached them, and said to the old 
man, ‘*Compose yourself; I will not deprive 
you of so worthy ason. Permit me to restore 
him to you, that I may not regret the money he 
has employed in so virtuous a manner.” 

The father and son fell upon their knees at 
his feet. The young man refused, at first, to 
accept of his proffered freedom; but the worthy 
officer insisted that he should remain with his 
father. He accompanied them both from the 
prison, and took his leave with the pleasing re- 
flection of having contributed to the happiness 
of a worthy son and an unfortunate father.— 
Bruce’s Juvenile Anecdotes. 


DR. HALLEY AND SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 


Halley, the great Mathematician, dabbled 
not a little in infidelity; he was rather too fond 
of introducing the subject; and once, when he 
had descanted somewhat freely on it, in the 
presence of his friend Sir Isaac Newton, the 
latter cut him short with this observation. “I 
always attend to you, Dr. Halley, with the 
greatest deference, when you do us the honour 
to gonverse on Astronomy or the Mathematies, 
because these are subjects you have industri- 
ously investigated, and which you well under- 
stand, but religiot is a subject on which I al- 
ways hear you with pain, because it is one 
which you have not seriously examined, and 
therefore, do not comprehend; you despise it 
because you have not studied it, and you will 


former privileges; but there is a great falling} 


‘not study it because you despise it.” ess, 


CAFFRE SUPERSTITIONS. 
The following. is from the London Missiona- 
ry Register, for November last, being an ex- 
tract from the Journal of Mr. Kay, a Wesleyan 
Missionary in South Africa. At a place called 
Mankazana, he writes on the 1st December:— 


When about retiring to rest last evening, u 
on a straw mat that had been spread in an old 
wagon for my accommodation, a very singular 
kind of note struck upon my ear, and excited 
my curiosity. I immediately rose from m 
hard couch, and followed the sound; which was 
rendered doubly dolorous by the extreme dark- 
ness of the night. It at length led me to a low 
wretched hovel; the interior of which present- 
ed to view one of the most appalling sights that 
I ever witnessed; and one which, in all proba- 
bility, will never be erascd from my memory as 
long as I live. Vain would be the attempt to 
describe either the company or their abomina- 
ble ceremony, so as to convey to the mind an 
accurate idea of that strong delusion which evi- 
dently pervaded every mind. 

It appeared, on inquiry, that two or three 
sick Hottentots had solicited the aid of some 
newly-arrived Bushmen, whose very manners 
and garb clearly showed that they had but just 
emerged from their native haunts—the caverns 
of the forest. Professing themselves, however, 
to be acquainted with the causes of affliction 
and pain, and also with the means of their re- 
moval, implicit confidence was placed in them. 
Their first measure was to assemble at the 
house of the sick persons, over whom a number of 
ludicrous antics were performed preparatory to 
the great ceremony: one stood in a dark cor- 
ner: another was elevated on poles, placed in 
a horizontal position; while two others bound- 
ed about on the floor with a slow but regular 
step. All were apparently weeping in a heart- 
rending manner; and thus signifying to their 
employers that they had discovered the disease 
to be of a very dangerous and desperate de- 
scription: they continued the affecting ditty, 
until their feelings appeared to be wrought up 
to the very highest pitch, when they became 
like men wholly intoxicated: one of them fell 
to the ground, and there lay in a state of appa- 
rent insensibility. I immediately concluded 
that they had been using some kind of narcotic; 
but afterward found that this had not been the 
case. Here the first part of the business ended; 
I made a few remarks on their conduct, and 
then left them, hoping to hear no more of it. 
But the pleasure which they seem to derive 
from such exercises, and the hope of gain, far 
outweighed all that I had said respecting the 
folly and wickedness of their pretensions. 

On my arrival at the hut a second time, I 
found its inmates all fully and earnestly en- 
gaged in their deeds of darkness; nor did my 
appearance produce a moment’s cessation. The 
place was crowded with spectators: a large fire 
was burning in the centre of the floor: four 
Bushmen, and two women of the same tribo, 
were dancing and singing, and occasionally 
shouting in the wildest manner possible. With 
the determination of detecting, for the purpose 
of exposing, the abominable fallacy of this re- 
fuge of lies, I got into a corner which command- 
ed a full view of all their manewuvres. The 
appearance of the men was as ugly and demon- 
like as could well be conceived: one had cer- 
tain tufts on his head, which were not much 
‘unlike horns: another, who was almost in a 
state of nudity, had something like a wild 
beast’s tail hanging down behind: a third bore 
in his hand a hollow wand, with which he occa- 
sionally touched different parts of the patient’s 
body; and through which he at other times 
puffed and blew upon those around him: and 
the fourth kept up an unceasing and almost 
deafening rattle, by beating on the floor with a 
couple of small gourds, which were partly filled 
with pebbles. The scene was occasionally 
rendered truly awful and terrific, by one or other 
of them being apparently seized with temporary 
madness, or assuming all the appearance there- 
of; kicking the fire about—sighing—groaning 
and yelling, in which the whole company some- 
times joined; making the midnight air resound 
with a din too horrid to describe. | 

In the morning, I went to the ** Wise Men,” 
so called; and laboured to make them sensible 
of the vanity and wickedness of their absurd 
tricks. I challenged them with the falsehoods 
which they had told; and proved the ineffi- 
cacy of what they had done, by pointing to 
the afflicted individuals, who were materially 
worse, instead of being better. They acknow- 
ledged the truth of what I had said, but pleaded 
that it was the custom of their forefathers from 
time immemorial. ‘ From time immemorial !” 
Millions have thus made lies their only “re- 
fuge” in time of trouble, and have therefore 
perished in the vortex of delusion. 


From the Home Missionary Quarterly Chro- 
nicle, for October, 1830, an English publica- 
tion, we select the following: 3 


HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
A most powerful effect is producing in Ireland by 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures in the Irish and 
English languages, The Scripture Readers are 
often surprised by encouraging instances of the ef- 
fects produced by their former labours. Some of 
these are stated in the following extracts, 


June 21st. I visited the —— School. In the 
evening, —— ——, a man of about seventy years, 


he was intended for a Clergyman of the Roman 
Catholic Church, in his juvenile days; being a strict 
Romanist, and having received a part of the pre- 
liminary qualifications, he both secured and re- 
tained the esteem of priest and peasant. 

His popularity all along curbed the bent of his 
inclination; he was of an inquisitive disposition ; 
and though extremely desirous of increasing his 
knowledge, his certainty that this would incur the 
Priest’s displeasure, caused him to defer his inqui- 
ries until the next day. However, the march of 
knowledge is now too rapid to escape his notice. 
He was lately often appliéd to by his inquiring 
neighbours for an explanation of some Scripture 
texts, having always borne the character of a 
shrewd man. Hitherto, his repeating a sentence 
of Latin from Tacitus, under pretence of its being 
an extract from the Mass Book, was considered 
conclusive ; but now the people are beginning to 
esteem the judgment with which God has endoWed 
them, and are determined to hear, in their own 
language, the wonderful works of their Redeemer. 


ment, for the purpose of answering their inqui- 
ries; but, shortly, he was brought to see, that, in 
his present state, where God was, he could not be. 
It is a divine property of the Scriptures, that it heals 
the wound it ges. He says, that he sees and feels 


has redemption through his blood, even the for- 


applied to me for a copy of the Holy Scriptures ; | - 


In order to be able to gratify all, he got a Testa- 


that none but Jesus can Make @im free, and that he 


giveness of sins. Instead of the great intimacy 
that always existed between him and the Priest, 
they are now at variatice. His reply to those who 
ask him the cause, is, that he cannot maintain - 
friendship with any man at the expense of his soul. 
He now wants to prove, from the law and the gos- 
pel, the truths relative to the Saviour, which are 
recorded in the Gospel. ) 


IGNORANCE, SUPERSTITION, &c. 
The conversation of the Scripture Readers 


Y | often call forth instances of Ignorance, Super- 


stition, and Imposition, which are at once sur- 
prising and disgusting. They, however, de- 
serve serious attention, as showing the lament- 
able state of various parts of Ireland. 


‘Read the ist of Peter, ii. 24, showi 
them, that our punishments are to be healed 
by the stripes of Jesus Christ; it denotes, that 
we are, after our death, delivered from such 
torments, as some people will make out as pur- 
gatory, which is a real invention of man. ‘Search 
the whole Scriptures, my dear friends, and 
you will not find any such thing once named 
as purgatory,’ said , ‘and any who is 
acquainted with the word of God, whether 


‘Roman or Protestant, will not believe it, 


or give into it.” M’A—— said that in their 
Catechisms, they will declare such things as 
purgatory. ‘Compare you,’ said J—, ‘your 
Catechismns to the Scripture, and you will find 
many a new doctrine in them that Christ or 
his apostles never taught.” 

“July 16. As I was proceeding to C—, I 
met M— G—, a man from the county of M-; 
being intimately acquainted with him, I ask- 
ed on what occasion did he come such a jour- 
ney ? he replied that he was afflicted with a 
most grievous disorder for a considerable time 
past, which surpassed the power of the most 
eminent charm venders and clergy in that 
country ; and as it was occasioned 
ries of G—, for cutting a bush in a fort, their 


main incurable. However, he was on his wa 

to B—, where the bones of Priest Smyth is: 
deposited, hoping to enjoy from his ashes 
that relief which he was so well able to conf 

in his life time. Poor G— believed that no 
thing was impossible with the Priest alludee 
to in this life ; and others imposed on his cre- 


tence was not limited in the mansions of the 


calculated to excite greater pity. He came 
from F— here barefooted, (a distance of about 
sixty-two miles) ; and having but a miserable . 
mode of subsistence, he was reduced to a 


endeavoured to show him the vanity of his 


try, and that none but Jesus could save his 
body or soul; al) was in vain ; he persisted in 

his foulish undertaking, charmed with the hope 

of perfect recovery, so soon as he would under- 

go the necessary form. I frequently inquired 

after the deceased Priest’s character, and 

learned from all that he was a noted drunkard, 

and subject to other vices, qualifications which 

are indispensably necessary to render a mana 

noted miracle worker. 


2d, Sd, 4th, and 5th of Matthew, 10th & 11th 
of John, and 3d of Romans, in ’s, for 
six Roman Catholic Adults, who listened with 
reat attention to these portions of God’s word. 
hey appeared much affected when they heard 


neighbourin 
as I showed that’ the Messiah was the only 
door through which the sheep could enter, they 
opposed me, and endeavoured strenuously to 
maintain that Peter was the gate, and that the 
Church alone had power to influence him to 
open it; I answered them from the Scriptures, 
and dwelt considerably on _ that By 
“He that entereth by any other way, isa thief 
and a robber.” | 


A YOUNG LADY’S RULES OF CONDUCT. 


The following notes were found in the pocket 
book of a young lady, after her decease: 


‘¢ A few things which I desire constantly to 
keep in mind. 

Ist.. That it is the object of my life to pre- 
pare my soul for the enjoyment of Heaven, and 
to do all in my power to assist my fellow crea- 
tures in attaining the same end. 

2d. That the eye of my God is at all times 
upon me. 

3d. That I must keep a constant watch upon 
my thoughts, words, and actions, and hourly 
carry on thé work of self-examination. 


my Saviour, for what he has done for me, be 
the dominant emotion of my soul. 


which Jesus has given us in his life, be my 
standard of virtue, and let this be the object 
upon which my mortal eye is continually fixed. 

6th. Let me be ever striving to incre-=e my 
stock of religious knowledge. 

7th. Let me ever remember that prayer is 
the most solemn act in which I can be engaged, 
and let me never enter upon it with levity or 
without preparation. 

8th. When I read the Bible, let it be as I 
would read a message directly from the Most 
High.” 

EXTRACTS. 


To delicate minds, the unfortunate are al- 
ways objects of respect; as the ancients + 
sacred those places which had been blasted by 


afflicted as touched by the hand of God him- 
self. 

Education is a companion which no misfor- 
tune can dépress, no crime can destroy, no 
enemy can alienate or enslave. Ag home a 
friend—abroad an introduction—in solitude a 
solace—and in society an ornament. : 

Cato the Censor, being scurrilously treated by 
a fellow who led a licentious and dissolute life; 
‘A contest,” said hé “between thee and me is 
very unequal, for thou canst bear ill language 
with ease, and return it with pleasure; but as 
for my part, ’tis unusual for me to hear it, and 
disagreeable to speak it.” 

As he that lives longest lives but a little 
while; so every man may be certain that he has 
no time to waste. 

Every character is in some respects uniform, 
and in others inconsistent; and it is only by 
the study of both, and a comparison of them 
with each other, that the knowledge of man is 
acquired. | 3 

We confess aur faults in the plural, and deny 
them in the siggular.. 

Fe tell our own secrets is generally folly, but 
that folly is without guilt; to communicate 
those with which we are entrusted, is always 
tréacHery, and treachery for the most part com- 


bined with folly. 


the fai- 


well-known residence, he feared it would re- ~ 


skeleton. He stopped in R— at night. I _ 
ideas, that he was guilty of the grossest idola- — 


the birth of Christ, and the destruction of the - 
infants, related; but so soon ~ 


4th. Let the love of God and gratitude to / 


5th. Let the example of purity and holiness 


lightning, so the feeling heart considers the — 


dulity, by persuading him that his omnipo- \ 


“ July 18th. Being the Sabbath, I read the * 


} 


blessed. Few pilgrims towards Mecca were &\. 4 
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